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Evaluation Report on the Thesis entitled: “Laser Driven Acceleration of Charged Particles
in Vacuum” submitted by Vikram Sagar for the award of the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy of Homi Bhabha National Institute.

[ have gone through the thesis and my comments are given below.

The principal aim of the thesis is to carry out systematic studies on the problem of laser
driven acceleration of charged particles in vacuum. It contains several chapters dealing
with the investigation of various processes that are responsible for acceleration of
particles by lasers in vacuum. It has , however, emphasized two prominent schemes
namely 'Laser driven auto resonant acceleration' and 'direct acceleration of particle by
focused laser fields'. In fact it has demonstrated that these two schemes are very efficient
in accelerating particles as a result of interaction with lasers. The thesis also has presented
many other interesting and important results. Some details are given below.

An extended review of earlier work done in this field of research has been outlined in
chapter 1. It is quite exhaustive and has been a very useful prelude to the rest of the thesis.
In chapter 2, both analytical and numerical studies on the particle dynamics in the field of
a relativistically intense homogeneous continuous as well as pulsed laser have been
carried out by solving exact relativistic equation of motion by using three constants of
motion . It has been shown that in the continuous laser, the interaction of charged particles
with relativistically intense laser does not result in the net transfer of energy from laser to
particles. It appears to happen even for a finite duration pulsed laser because of light
pressure effect.

The particle dynamics has been studied in chapter 3 by solving Gaussian shaped temporal
envelope in the combined field of a finite duration laser and static axial magnetic

field, This is what forms the basis for the “Laser driven auto resonant acceleration
scheme” mentioned above, wherein, it is shown that the initial particle-laser resonance is
self-sustained due to precise cancellation of two relativistic effects associated with particle
dynamics. I find it very interesting to see how the 'phase locked' or 'trapped' particle in a
quasi-electrostatic field of a laser causes continuous acceleration. Furthermore, the
particle in the field of finite duration laser pulse interacts with the spectrum of frequencies
and can be accelerated by resonating with characteristic laser frequency in the spectrum. It
has further shown an inverse relation between the length of the laser pulse and the
intensity of laser pulse for an effective gain of particle energy. It is quite interesting. This
result appears to support,in general , the mechanism of generation of particle energy (or
emissions) by short and long pulses during active experiments in presence of magnetic
field in space plasmas.

In chapter 4, another scheme of accelerating particles has been described by considering
the particle dynamics in a focused continuous and finite duration pulsed laser field. In
this scheme the net transfer of energy from the laser to the particle is due to an




asymmetry in the acceleration and deceleration phases of focused laser field. The
numerical study has been extended to more realistic case of focused finite duration laser
pulse with the aim of determining the optimum initial condition in terms of peak intensity,
pulse length, focal length for maximizing energy gain by the particle.

The chapter 5, however, deals with adiabatic formulation of charged particle dynamics in
an inhomogeneous electromagnetic field of laser. Because of slow variation in laser
intensity the particle dynamics is expressed in terms of constants of motion and an
adiabatic invariant. In this approximation the particle dynamics is separated in terms of
fast varying motion and a phase averaged slow motion. The estimate of energy gain are
obtained numerically by solving the relativistic equation of motion.

A new scheme has been discussed in chapter 6, in which the particle is subjected to a
combined field of focused finite duration laser pulse and homogeneous static magnetic
field. The combined effect of focusing and magnetic field improves the efficiency of
scheme by increasing energy gain as well as the required peak laser intensity.

In my opinion, the work done in the thesis is of high standard with many interesting and
important original contribution in the area of accelerating charged particles in laser field
Some of the results are already published in peer reviewed journals. The presentation is
good except that a few figures are rather small to read the statement written in the margin
of the axis. I therefore strongly recommend that the thesis be accepted for the award of the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy of Homi Bhabha National Institute. :
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The thesis presents a systematic study of the relativistic dynamics of a charged particle (an
electron in most cases) in the intense field of a laser and is of interest and relevance to
laboratory experiments and to astrophysics. The studies encompass three physical mechanisms,
viz. auto-resonance in the presence of an axial field, a focused laser beam, and a combination
of these two. The analytical studies combine electrodynamics and Hamiltonian mechanics, and
use approaches such as Hamilton-Jacobi equation and Lie transform. Although closed
analytical expressions are obtained in most cases their complexity requires numerical
computations, and this yields a major part of the results. The thesis provides a comprehensive
body of research results deserving of a Ph. D. degree.
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Abstract

This thesis is devoted to the study of laser driven acceleration of charged particles
in vacuum. The following two schemes of particle acceleration namely:“the laser
driven auto-resonant acceleration” and “direct acceleration of particles by a fo-
cused laser field” have been theoretically investigated. It has been further shown
that these two schemes of particle acceleration can be easily combined together
to enhance the efficiency of the acceleration scheme.

The scheme of laser driven auto-resonant particle acceleration is of great in-
terest, as in this scheme the acceleration rate is higher and radiation losses are
lower as compared to other schemes of particle acceleration. In the laser driven
auto-resonant scheme, the particle is subjected to the combined field of laser and
a static axial magnetic field. The particle acceleration is achieved as a result of
self sustained initial resonance between the wave frequency and cyclotron fre-
quency of the particle. This resonance is maintained due to a precise cancellation
of the relativistic mass effect due to the motion along the transverse direction
which lowers the cyclotron frequency of the particle and a Doppler effect along
the longitudinal direction, as result of which the frequency of the wave as seen
by the particle is lower than the actual wave frequency. The renewed interest in
this scheme is due to the observation of ultra high magnetic fields in the simu-
lations as well as in the laboratory experiments pertaining to intense laser solid
interaction. The observed magnetic fields are typically of the order of hundreds of
mega-gauss and in general are found to be in turbulent state. However, in some of
the cases, the fields are found to be coherent for a longer duration time compared
to the time of interaction between the laser pulse and particle. Thus a detailed
analytical as well as numerical understanding of the scheme is required to opti-
mize the use of these magnetic field for experimental realization of the scheme. In
this thesis, the particle acceleration is analytically and numerically studied using
a “Gaussian” shaped temporal profile for the first time; this profile allows an un-
ambiguous comparison between the analytical and numerical results. It is shown
that particle with significant energy gain can be obtained for an optimum choice of
parameters in terms of axial magnetic field, pulse width and peak laser intensity.

In the other scheme, the particle is accelerated by subjecting it to a focused
laser field. For a focused laser, there is asymmetry in configuration of electric as

xi



well as the magnetic fields, which are found to be strongest near the focal point
and grows weaker while moving away from it. As a result of this asymmetry, the
weaker laser field far away from the focus is not able to extract back the energy
transfered to the particle by the laser closer to the focus and hence a net energy
is imparted to the particle along the direction of propagation of laser. For a range
of parameters the energy gain is obtained by numerically solving the equation of
motion. These numerical results are compared with the analytical results which
are obtained using a newly derived adiabatic formulation. The adiabatic formu-
lation is derived using canonical transformation and Lie-transform perturbation
method. It is shown that the analytical description provides good quantitative
estimates of the numerical results. From these estimates, the optimum conditions
for maximum energy gain of the particle are determined.

The theoretical understanding of the above two acceleration schemes is used
to describe a new scheme of particle acceleration. In this scheme the particle is
subjected to the combined field of focused finite duration laser and static axial
magnetic field. It is shown that for suitable choice of parameters, the scheme
results in efficient acceleration of particles.

xii
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Introduction

This chapter contains the brief history and review of different schemes
of particle acceleration in vacuum. The motivation and methodology for
each of the works has been outlined in the respective chapters.

1.1 Brief History and Review of Earlier Works

The area of particle acceleration has been a topic of intense scientific research for
several decades. These accelerated charged particles have wide range of appli-
cations in diverse fields such as the study of fundamental constituents of matter,
high-resolution radiography for non destructive material inspection, radiotherapy;,
ultrafast chemistry, radio-biology, material science, industrial applications, med-
ical field etc. In recent years, the area of laser driven particle acceleration has
received considerable attention due to a giant leap in laser technology caused by
the advent of Chirped Pulse Amplification [CPA][1, 2, 3] technique. The optical
beams produced using this technique have peak focused intensities of the order of
10%' — 10?2Wem—2. The corresponding electric fields produced by such high pow-
ered laser systems is of the order of 10?Vem ™!, which surpass those produced in
the conventional RF linear accelerators by several orders of magnitude. Therefore,
these laser driven accelerators with such high intensities and large accelerating
gradients offers a compact, economical and efficient alternative to conventional
accelerators for accelerating particles to relativistic energies. In 1961, Shimoda
[4] first proposed the use of lasers as a clean and simple physical system to accel-
erate particles. Since then the laser driven acceleration of charged particles has
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been studied in plasma, gases and vacuum[5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13].

The problem of relativistic interactions of free electron with continuous and
pulsed EM fields of laser has been a topic of great interest. In the past, the orbit
solutions have been investigated for the problem of a charged particle moving
under the influence of a laser pulse[14, 15, 16]. The force equation was integrated
by Kriiger and Bovyn [14], for a particle driven by a plane wave of arbitrary
amplitude, in terms of the co-moving and inertial times. An exact solution was
found by Shebalin [15], as a function of the phase of the wave, for the position
and velocity of a particle interacting with an electromagnetic wave. Acharya and
Saxena[16], solved the problem of a particle embedded in an elliptically polarized
wave. Landau and Lifshitz [17], examined the problem in terms of an average
rest frame drifting at a particular velocity with respect to the laboratory frame.
Bardsley et al. [18], studied the nonlinear dynamics of electrons in intense laser
fields by numerically solving the relativistic equation of motion of single electron
in a pulse of very strong plane-wave interaction, taking account of space-charge
effects and spatial variations in laser intensity. The further works on this topic are
contained in the following references [20, 21, 22]. It is well known from these
studies, that in vacuum a particle oscillating in the field of either a continuous
plane monochromatic wave or a finite duration pulse is symmetrically accelerated
and decelerated by the laser field resulting in no net energy transfer. The lack of
energy transfer is a consequence of phase slippage of the particle from the laser
field.

A number of studies have been reported over the years to overcome the issue
of particle phase slippage from laser fields and thus accelerating charged particles
in vacuum. All these works have made the laser driven acceleration of charged
particle in vacuum as one of the intensely researched area of particle accelera-
tions. Some of the schemes of accelerating the charged particles in vacuum are
laser driven auto-resonant acceleration [23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 35, 36,
37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 33], direct laser acceleration by the focused laser field
[46, 58, 56, 59, 60, 61, 62, 65, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57], Vacuum Beat
Wave Acceleration(VBWA) [70, 71, 72, 73, 74], Inverse Free-Electron Laser (IFEL)
[75, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83] and particle acceleration by chirped laser frequency
[84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91]. The physical principles underlining these schemes
along with the brief description of the earlier works on the topics is given below.
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The mechanism for auto resonance scheme which is of great interest was dis-
covered by Kolomenskil and Lebedev [23, 24] and, independently, by Davydovskil
[25]. The laser driven auto-resonant scheme provides a high acceleration rate and
sufficiently low radiation losses [26]. In this scheme the charged particle is sub-
jected to the combined field of laser and homogeneous static axial magnetic field.
The particles are accelerated as a result of self-sustained resonance between the
particle and the laser field, as result the particle remains phase locked with the

laser pulse. The condition for the phase locking i.e w — kv, = 9, where w is
the laser frequency and Q.(= <22) is the cyclotron frequency, v, is the longitudinal

particle velocity, is a consequence of conservation of f}g; A=T-P,/me,T"and P,
respectively being the relativistic factor and x component of the momentum. The
mechanism of auto-resonant particle scheme can be described in a following way:
the particle initially at rest and satisfying the initial resonance condition (w = €..)
is accelerated along the electric field of a wave. The gain in the energy along
the transverse direction leads to the relativistic mass effect which in turn lowers
the cyclotron frequency of the particle. As result of the transverse velocity gain,
the particle is acted upon by the magnetic field component of the wave, which
pushes the particle along the direction of the propagation of the wave. The rel-
ativistic velocity acquired by the particle along the longitudinal direction results
in a Doppler shift to a lower frequency of the wave as “seen” by the particle. In
this case, the Doppler shift in the wave frequency to the lower frequency equals
the reduction in the cyclotron frequency, and the particle remains “synchronously”
in cyclotron-resonance condition. Thus resulting in a continuous increase in par-
ticle energy and momentum along the direction of propagation of the wave. A
brief account of the studies based on this scheme has been given below. An exact
“synchronous” solution to the equation of motion for the case of circular polar-
ization was obtained by Roberts and Buchsbaum [27]. From the solution it was
shown that when the index of refraction of the medium is not unity, the energy
of the particle is periodic in time, and when that index is unity, the effect of the
magnetic field compensates for the change in mass with energy and the energy
increases indefinitely at resonance. An exact expression for the particle energy
as a function of time was obtained. Bourdier and Gond [28, 29] studied the dy-
namics of a relativistic charged particle in both a linearly and circularly polarized
EM plane wave with and without a constant axial magnetic field using Hamilto-
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nian formalisms. For a particle initially at rest, they obtained a scaling law for
the energy gain at resonance condition. They also examined the case with an
external magnetic field gradient and some interesting results were obtained on
particle acceleration mechanisms. Qian [30], has reported exact solutions, for
certain initial conditions, for the motion of a charged particle driven by a circu-
larly polarized wave propagating along a constant magnetic field. Qian [31], also
considered the same problem with the superposition of circularly polarized waves
and showed that this increases the chance for resonance. Ondarza-Rovira [32],
solved the REM for an electron in an elliptically polarized wave along a constant
axial magnetic field using a potential representing a traveling wave with constant
amplitude. The method of solution allowed to integrate in exact form the Lorentz
equation yielding to analytical expressions for the electron trajectories and drift
velocities of the particles. These solutions exhibit resonance effects between the
wave frequency and the cyclotron frequency associated with the axial magnetic
field. Ondarza and Gomez [33], extended this work to include an elliptically
polarized wave with a Gaussian-like shape propagating along a constant axial
magnetic field. They used a sin? representation for the pulse shape and reported
finding two new resonance conditions in the solution. The further works on the
topic can be found in the following references [34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42].

Alternatively, the charged particle can be accelerated in vacuum by subjecting
it directly to the field of focused laser, this scheme has been refereed to as the
direct laser acceleration (DLA) in the literature [46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54,
55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 65, 63]. The physical mechanism underlining this
scheme can be described in a following way; on focusing the strength of electric
field component of laser increases along the direction of propagation and reach-
ing maximum at the focal spot, this region is termed as the focused region. The
region beyond the focal point along the propagation direction is termed as the de-
focused region, the strength of electric field component decreases in this region.
Thus the focusing of a laser field causes the asymmetry in the acceleration and de-
celeration phase of the laser field. At the beginning of the interaction, considering
the particle to be positively charged and initially at rest is overtaken by the laser,
which accelerates it along the electric field component of the laser. The particle
acquires a relativistic velocity along the direction of electric field component of
laser. As result of this, the force due to the magnetic field component becomes

4
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significant and the particle is subjected to strong @ x B force which pushes the
particle along direction of propagation of the laser into de-focused region. As
described above the electric field component of the laser is weaker in this region
and decays further while moving away from the focus, thus the laser is not able
to extract the energy back from the particle. This asymmetry in energy exchange
between the particle and laser field due to the focusing leads to the net transfer of
energy to it along the direction of propagation. The earlier works on this scheme
are briefly described below.

The particle dynamics in the focused laser field was earlier analytically studied
by Kaw et al. in ref.[46] using an one dimensional model. The slow spatial mod-
ulation along the direction of laser propagation was used to model the focused
laser field and optimum conditions for maximizing the energy gain by the particle
were obtained. In ref.[47], it was pointed out that the two and three dimensional
focused laser fields are associated with a longitudinal component of electric field
which play a significant role in the acceleration of particle acceleration. Thus an
improved description of fields is required for the detailed analysis of the direct par-
ticle acceleration in vacuum. Several theoretical studies on the vacuum electron
acceleration have been based on the quasi-geometrical optics (paraxial) approxi-
mation or on its higher-order generalization [48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56].
In ref.[57] a more realistic focal laser field that satisfies Maxwell’s equations has
been employed ; however, this work involved idealized boundary conditions for
a tightly focused laser beam. The further description of the works on the topic
can be found in the following references [58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 65, 66]. The other
aspects such as the effect of laser polarization of the laser pulse on the particle
energy gain was studied by Singh et al. in ref [63] and from the numerical studies
it was shown that the circularly polarized laser enhances the energy gain in com-
parison to the linearly polarized one. The particle dynamics in the overlapping
field of two focused linearly polarized finite duration laser pulses was studied in
[64] and based on numerical simulation it was concluded that energy gained by
the particle can be enhanced considerably by suitable choice of pulse lengths.

Esarey et.al [67] proposed the Vacuum Beat Wave Accelerator [VBWA] scheme
for accelerating charged particle by intense laser fields. This scheme does not re-
quire gas, plasma, or other proximate material medium to achieve a net energy
gain. The scheme relies on the ponderomotive acceleration resulting from the beat

5
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wave produced by the interaction of two laser beams. In the VBWA, two laser
beams of different frequencies are co-propagated in the presence of an injected
electron beam. The beat term in the ¥ x B force results in an axial acceleration
of properly phased electrons, traveling essentially along the same axis as the two
laser beams. By suitable choice of the frequencies, focal spot sizes and/or the focal
points of the two beams, the phase velocity of the beat wave can be adjusted such
that v,, < c. Hence the phase velocity can be tuned to the electron velocity and
the problem of phase slippage can be reduced. The acceleration mechanism in the
VBWA is similar to that of the inverse free-electron laser (IFEL), wherein a propa-
gating electromagnetic wave interacts with an electron beam in the presence of a
periodic magneto-static field, and the resulting beat wave produces acceleration.
In this effect, the wiggler field in the IFEL is replaced by one of the lasers in the
VBWA. Hafizi et.al [68] extended the previously considered models [67, 69] of
the interaction to obtain improved estimates for the energy gain. It was demon-
strated through simulations that the energy gain can be improved significantly
by employing a converging particle beam that was focused at the same location
as the laser beams. Further progress on the topic can be found in the following
references [70, 71, 72, 73, 74].

The inverse free-electron laser (IFEL) is one of the schemes of laser accelera-
tion which has been studied over several years. The basic principles of the IFEL
accelerator, although that name was given later, were proposed by Palmer[75].
The scheme is result of successful experiments [76, 77] with the free-electron
laser which have shown that there is indeed a transfer of energy between the
laser and electron beams in the presence of the undulator magnetic field. In a
free-electron laser the energy is transferred from electrons to the laser beam. In
the IFEL accelerator the energy transfer is in the opposite direction, from the laser
beam to electrons. The IFEL can be used to accelerate electrons to energies of
the order of 100-GeV regime. In an IFEL, relativistic particles are moving through
an undulator magnet; a plane electromagnetic wave is propagating parallel to the
beam. The undulator magnet produces a small transverse velocity (wiggling mo-
tion) in a direction parallel to the electric vector of the wave, so that energy can
be transferred between the particle and the wave. In this scheme the magnetic
fields is tailored in a way so that the electron’s wiggling motion and the EM wave
are always in the same relative phase. The sign of transverse electron velocity is

6
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changed synchronously with the laser field to compensate for the phase slippage
of the electron due to which it falls behind the wave. The following references
[78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83] contains some of the detailed studies on the topic.

Several schemes have been described above for laser driven acceleration of
charged particles in vacuum. In most of these schemes the laser frequency has
been kept fixed, however particle can also be efficiently accelerated using the
chirped laser pulses, for which the instantaneous frequency varies with time. The
instantaneous variation of frequency of the laser with time forms the basis for the
collapse of symmetry between acceleration and deceleration of charged particle
by planer electromagnetic fields of the laser in vacuum. Several schemes [84,
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91] have been proposed using chirped laser pulses for
acceleration of particles in vacuum and it is shown that the use of chirped laser
pulses could dramatically enhance the acceleration effect. In the chirped laser
acceleration scheme, an electron with a low initial energy is injected into the
high phase velocity region, but the variation in the instantaneous frequency of the
chirped laser pulses versus the space-time coordinates affects the phase variation
of the chirped laser. Due to the chirp effect, a region exists where the laser wave
phase experienced by the electron will vary slowly, as a result the electron can
be trapped in the acceleration phase for a long time. This leads to the violent
acceleration of the electrons to a very high energy in the main acceleration stage,
and when the electron enters the weak field region in the deceleration phase, the
lost energy of the electron is insignificant when compared to its gain in the main
acceleration stage.

From the above described various schemes for accelerating the charged par-
ticles in vacuum using high intensity laser field, the following two schemes of
particle acceleration are found to be very promising namely: “the laser driven
auto-resonant acceleration” and “direct acceleration of particle by a focused laser
field”. These schemes are analytically and numerically studied in this thesis and
it is shown that the these two schemes of particle acceleration can be easily com-
bined together to enhance the overall efficiency of the acceleration scheme.

The scheme of laser driven auto-resonant particle acceleration is of great in-
terest, as in this scheme the acceleration rate is higher and radiation [92] losses
are lower as compared to other schemes of particle acceleration. The renewed in-
terest in this scheme is due to the observation of ultra high magnetic fields in the
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simulations as well as in the laboratory experiments pertaining to intense laser
solid interaction[116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121]. The observed magnetic fields
are typically of the order of hundreds of mega-gauss and in general are found to
be in the turbulent state. However in some cases, these fields are found to be
coherent for a time duration much greater than that of the time of interaction be-
tween the laser pulse and particle. Thus a detailed analytical as well as numerical
understanding of the scheme is required to optimize the use of these magnetic
field for its experimental realization. The auto-resonant acceleration scheme has
been previously studied by several authors in the past. The earlier studies on
the scheme were reported using a monochromatic plane electromagnetic wave
and it is found that even though these are good for academic interest as well as
for basic understanding of the phenomenon, but they lack experimental realiza-
tion due to the dual requirement of simultaneously maintaining the high intensity
lasers as well as static axial magnetic field for long durations. Also, the choice of
monochromatic wave is unphysical, as it has no-building or slowing down phase
which corresponds to infinite energy. A more realistic approach is thus the use of
finite duration laser pulse, which has a build-up as well as slowing-down phase
and hence contains a finite amount of energy. In this study;, it is reasonably good
approximation to consider the particle to be at rest before the onset of interac-
tion. The earlier theoretical studies of the scheme with finite duration laser pulse
have used a Sin? modulation to describe the temporal shape of the pulse envelope
[33, 41, 42]. In these studies, the analytical work has been carried using a period-
ically self repeating envelope pulse in an infinite modulated wave train. Such an
envelope pulse has a discrete frequency spectra in the Fourier space, comprising
two additional side band frequencies around the central frequency. Whereas a
single period Sin? envelope has been used for the numerical study, which has a
continuum of frequencies in the Fourier space. This leads to inconsistency in some

of the numerical and analytical results such as continuous dependence of energy

Qc
wA

wave frequency and A(=I' — P,) is a constant of motion associated with the par-

spectra on the parameter “r(=-=%)”, where ). is the cyclotron frequency, w is the
ticle motion. Further, in the numerical study the modulation factor is chosen such
that an integral number of oscillations are present inside the envelope, which is
another restriction to obtain physically acceptable solutions. In the present study,
a Gaussian envelope has been used for analytical as well as numerical study of

8
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the scheme and it is shown that the choice of this profile circumvent the above
problems to give unambiguous comparison between these two results.

The direct particle acceleration by focused laser field is another promising
scheme of particle acceleration, which has been studied by many authors in the
past. In these studies, it has been shown that the electric and magnetic fields can
have a very complicated structure near the focus and lot of work has been done
in the description of these fields. The complicated structure of the fields near the
focus restricts the analytical description of particle orbits, which are of fundamen-
tal importance to understand the mechanism of particle acceleration. Earlier Kaw
et.al[46] have analytically studied the particle dynamics in the focused laser field
using a simplified one dimensional model for focused field. In their study the slow
spatial modulation in the laser intensity along the direction of propagation was
used to describe the focused laser field. In this thesis, the particle dynamics is nu-
merically studied using an one-dimensional model to determine the quantitative
limit of the earlier analytical work and to find the optimum conditions in terms of
peak laser intensity(A32), pulse length (1/6)and (F) focal length for maximum en-
ergy gain by the particle. From the comparison of analytical and numerical results
it is found that the earlier analytical work is unable to account for the energy gain
in the tight focusing regime, in which the contribution due to fast motion becomes
important. Thus a higher order adiabatic theory is derived using Lie transforma-
tion perturbation method which suitably takes this into account and gives better
understanding of the mechanism.

The theoretical understanding of the above two acceleration schemes is used
to describe new scheme of particle acceleration. In this scheme the particle is
subjected to the combined field of a focused finite duration laser and static axial
magnetic field. It is shown that for the suitable choice of parameters, the scheme
leads to efficient acceleration of particles. The details of the work has been de-
scribed in the following chapters.
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1.2 Thesis outline

Chapter 2: Particle dynamics in the field of a relativistically intense laser field

This chapter is devoted to the comprehensive review of previous works in the
area encompassing the study of particle dynamics in a relativistically intense con-
tinuous and pulsed laser field in vacuum [14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22]. The outline
of the chapter is following: First, restricting to a case of continuous laser field, the
exact analytical expressions are derived for arbitrary initial conditions describing
the particle dynamics in the field of an elliptically polarized laser. The analytical
expressions for particle position, momentum and energy are expressed in terms of
constants of motion and laser vector potential which is a function of laser phase.
These exact analytical expressions have been used to validate the output of the
test particle code and to study the particle dynamics in the co-moving frame of
average rest and Lorentz boosted frame for different laser polarizations.

The highly non-linear particle dynamics has been segregated into a secular
phase averaged guiding center drift and fast oscillating motion. The removal of
secular guiding center motion from complete dynamics results in the particle mo-
tion in the average frame of rest. The particle dynamics in the co-moving average
rest frame has been thoroughly illustrated for different initial conditions. Next,
the particle dynamics in the Lorentz boosted frame is studied by deriving a Lorentz
transformations utilizing the phase averaged secular motion relating the particle
dynamics in the lab frame with proper frame of reference of a particle. A set of dif-
ferent initial conditions have been chosen for illustrating the particle orbits in the
proper frame of particle. The study of relativistic effects apart from being of great
academic interest also finds an application in the study of accelerator physics.

Alternatively, the particle dynamics has been derived solving the correspond-
ing Hamilton-Jacobi[17, 18, 43] equation for an elliptically polarized continuous
as well as pulsed laser field. All the three constants of motion derived above have
been obtained. The complete solution of the Hamilton-Jacobi equation makes
the problem integrable and provides the information of the spatial and temporal
symmetries associated with the system. The general expressions derived solv-
ing the Hamilton-Jacobi equation have been used for analytical and numerical
study of particle dynamics in a finite duration laser pulse with Gaussian and

10
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Sech temporal envelope profiles. These functions have been chosen for the the-
oretical study of the pulse particle interaction due to the following reasons. The
frequency spectrum of the pulse corresponding to these profiles has a continuum
in the Fourier space. The derivatives of these functions are continuous to all or-
ders and the functions together with their respective derivatives vanish identically
at the infinities(+o00) [93]. Moreover for these profiles, the choice of value of
modulation factor is not restricted to be an integer for representing the number of
oscillations inside a finite duration laser pulse. Thus these profiles suitably takes
care of the above specified anomalies associated with Sin? temporal envelope for
the theoretical study of pulse particle interaction.

Chapter 3: Exact analysis of particle dynamics in the combined field of
finite duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic field

This chapter is devoted to the theoretical study of the laser driven auto-resonant
acceleration scheme using finite duration laser pulse. As mentioned above, in the
earlier work ref.[33, 41, 42] on the topic the analytical results were unable to ac-
count for some of the characteristics of the numerical work such as the continuous
dependence of the energy gain on the ratio “r(= Q./wA)”. It is to be point out
that the work presented in reference [33] and others references [41, 42] had used
a single period Sin* envelope pulse for numerical calculation whereas the analyt-
ical work has been done with the envelope pulse repeating itself periodically in
an infinite train of modulated envelope pulses. Thus whereas the numerical work
has been done with a pulse which is made of a continuum spectrum of frequencies
in Fourier space, the analytical expressions are derived with a spectral pulse made
of three delta function frequencies, the central peak and the two side bands. In
this thesis the analytical and numerical work is carried out using a Gaussian tem-
poral modulation for pulse, which gives an unambiguous comparison between the
numerical and analytical results.

The major findings of the interaction are the following: the resonant time of
interaction between the particle and the pulse has been shown to be finite, un-
like for a monochromatic case, the particle in this case can resonate with the
laser pulse for a range of frequencies due to the finite width of the pulse, the fi-
nal energy gain of the particle saturate and the dependence of the gain on “r”, has

11
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been found to be consistent with the frequency spectrum of the temporally shaped
Gaussian laser pulse. In the later part of chapter, the particle dynamics has been
studied in the combined field of elliptically polarized finite duration laser pulse
and static axial magnetic field. The aim of study is to determine the effect of po-
larization on the energy gain by the particle. The energy gain of the positively
charged particle test particle has been found to be maximum for the right circular
polarization and no energy gain was observed for the left circularly polarized laser
field. The energy gain corresponding to the right circular polarization has been
found to be twice that of the linear polarization for the same parameters of laser
pulse viz. pulse length and power.

Chapter 4: Particle dynamics in a focused laser field

This chapter has been devoted to comprehensive numerical validation as well
as for determining the quantitative limit of the earlier reported analytical work
in ref.[46] describing the particle dynamics in a focused continuous and finite
duration pulsed laser field. The focused laser field has been described by a slow
spatial variation in the laser intensity along the direction of propagation of the
laser. The numerical study of the particle dynamics in a focused continuous laser
field has been used for verifying the earlier reported analytical condition of the
optimum initial position of the particle resulting in its maximum energy gain at
same peak power of the laser. The numerical study has been extended to a more
realistic case of focused finite duration laser pulse which is aimed at determining
the optimum initial conditions in terms of peak laser intensity, pulse length and
focal length for the maximizing the energy gain by the particle. From numeri-
cal observations it can be reasoned that, the energy gain by a particle results in
the increase of gyration length which can become comparable to the scale length
of intensity variation and thus cannot be explained by the analytical results re-
ported in ref.[46]. Thus an improved adiabatic theory is required for analytically
obtaining the energy estimates of the particle.

The knowledge of Lie-transformation perturbation method which is based upon
Hamiltonian dynamics and canonical transformation [94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 104] is
required for deriving the improved adiabatic theory. The details of the method
has been described in the following references [99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104] and

12
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working methodology is given in the appendix of the thesis.

Chapter 5: Adiabatic formulation of charged particle dynamics in an in-
homogeneous electromagnetic field

This chapter has been devoted to the study of charged particle dynamics in the
relativistically intense inhomogeneous electromagnetic field of laser. It has been
shown that in an inhomogeneous laser field the particle dynamics is devoid of
the longitudinal constant of motion. As a result the total number of constants of
motion is reduced by one which in turn makes the problem non-integrable. Thus
the particle dynamics cannot be described in terms of constants of motion and
vector potential, as was possible previously. However, it has been shown that for
the slow variation in the laser intensity, the particle dynamics can be expressed
in terms of an adiabatic invariant. Slowness in the variation of laser intensity is
parameterized in terms of adiabaticity parameter “¢”, which is defined as the ratio
of gyration length of particle to scale length of variation in laser intensity. In the
adiabatic approximation (e << 1), one can separate the particle dynamics in terms
of fast varying quiver motion and phase averaged slow motion. Particle dynamics
corresponding to the fast motion is associated with an adiabatic invariant, which
is evaluated up to 2" order in the adiabaticity parameter using the Lie transform
perturbation method [99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104].

As an application of above derived adiabatic theory the problem of acceleration
of a charged particle in vacuum by focused laser field(inhomogeneous laser field)
is revisited which was earlier analytically investigated by Kaw et.al. in ref.[46].
The previously considered analysis corresponds to first order of the present adia-
batic theory, however the first order contribution from the fast dynamics was no
taken into account. The energy estimates obtained by numerically solving the rel-
ativistic equation of motion for a focused light field are compared with the results
of adiabatic theory. It is shown that the energy estimates improve with the inclu-
sion of higher order terms of the series.
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Chapter 6: Particle acceleration by cyclotron auto-resonance with a fo-
cused finite duration laser pulse

In this chapter, a new scheme has been described based upon the cyclotron
auto-resonant technique for acceleration of the charged particle in vacuum. In
this mechanism a particle is subjected simultaneously to the combined field of a
static axial magnetic field and a focused linearly polarized finite duration pulse
whose temporal envelope shape is described by a Gaussian profile. The focused
laser field is described by a slow spatial variation in the laser intensity along the di-
rection of its propagation. In this mechanism the particle acceleration is achieved
in two stages, at first an initially non-resonant particle is accelerated by the fo-
cused field of a pulse which drives it to a cyclotron resonance and thus subjecting
it to a second stage resonant acceleration. It is shown that the use of static axial
magnetic field leads to significant increase in energy gain by the particle in com-
parison to the un-magnetized focused finite duration laser pulse [45, 46, 105]. It
is further shown that the initial energy gain of the particle by the focused field
significantly lowers the required strength of the static axial magnetic field as well
as of the laser intensity and hence making it an efficient scheme for particle accel-
eration.

Chapter 7: Summary and Conclusions

This chapter contains the summary of all the results described in the thesis and
outline of the future work in the area.

14



Particle dynamics in the field of a
relativistically intense laser

In this chapter the problem of a charged particle interacting with a contin-
uous and pulsed electro-magnetic field of a laser has been reviewed from
a general point of view using the constants of motion. The study eluci-
date some important characteristics regarding the trajectory, momentum
and energy of a charged particle interacting with such high intensity laser
fields in vacuum. The methodology described in this chapter for deriving
the dynamics of a particle is to be used in the succeeding chapters. Fur-
ther; the exact analytical solutions are derived for the first time describing
the dynamics of a particle in a finite duration laser pulse, which give
unambiguous comparison of the numerical and analytical results. The
understanding of all these aspects lays foundation to the study of various

schemes of laser driven particle acceleration.

2.1 Introduction

The study of particle dynamics in the field of a relativistically intense electromag-
netic wave in vacuum has been one of the extensively investigated research topics
in plasma physics. The diversity of the topic has led to numerous studies in the
areas ranging from astrophysics to the generation of accelerated charged parti-
cles in the laboratory. To mention a few the wave-particle interaction forms the
basis for understanding the phenomenon such as particle motion in Van Allen ra-
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Chapter 2. Particle dynamics in the field of a relativistically intense laser

diation belts [106], wave particle resonances [107], particle scattering by waves
[108], Thomson scattering [18, 109, 110], free electron lasers[111], stochastic ac-
celeration [112, 113, 114], stochastic heating[115], microwave generation, laser-
matter interaction, particle acceleration, etc. In particular the topic of laser driven
particle acceleration has been of great interest for last so many years, which has
got further enhanced due to the experimental generation of accelerated charged
particles in the laboratories. The success of these laser driven particle accelera-
tors can be attributed to rapid advances in the optical technology such advent of
CPA technique[1, 2, 3], which has lead to the availability of the table top high
powered lasers in laboratories. The dynamics of a particle in such strong laser
fields becomes relativistic with in one laser field, which in turn makes its study
fundamental for the understanding of various acceleration schemes.

In this chapter, the dynamics of a charged particle has been analytically and
numerically studied in the field of a relativistically intense continuous as well as
finite duration laser field[14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22]. The methodology described
here for obtaining the solutions encompasses the review of the earlier works on
the topic. At first, the particle dynamics in the field of a continuous elliptically
polarized laser is derived solving the relativistic equation of motion for a set of
arbitrary initial conditions. The exact analytical expressions describing the parti-
cle position, momentum as well as the energy are expressed in terms of constants
of motion and the vector potential only. These analytical expressions describing
the non-linear dynamics of the particle are used to study the particle dynamics in
the average rest frame and Lorentz boosted frame. The particle dynamics in the
average rest frame is derived by integrating the exact expressions for particle posi-
tion over fast varying oscillatory motion, which yields phase averaged expressions
for the guiding center co-ordinates of the particle position and then subsequently
subtracting them from the exact expressions. The phase averaged guiding center
velocity is obtained by differentiating the corresponding phase averaged particle
position. The Lorentz transformations are derived using phase averaged velocity
connecting the particle trajectories in the lab to the Lorentz boosted frame of ref-
erence. A set of different initial conditions as well as laser polarizations are used
to throughly illustrate the particle trajectories in all the three different frames viz.,
lab, average rest and Lorentz boost.

Alternatively, the general expressions describing the particle dynamics in a
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continuous as well finite duration laser have been derived by solving the cor-
responding Hamilton-Jacobi equation[17, 18, 43]. The method of solution of
Hamilton-Jacobi equation provides an insight into the various symmetries associ-
ated with dynamics and the corresponding constants of motion. The dynamical
variables viz. position, momentum and energy obtained are expressed in terms of
constants of motion and vector potential.

Further, a set of new exact analytical expressions has been reported describing
the particle dynamics in the field of a finite duration laser choosing Gaussian and
Sech shaped temporal profiles. The choice of these profiles provides the correct
analytical as well as numerical description of the particle dynamics. For the nu-
merical studies these profiles can accommodate arbitrary number of oscillations,
which is in contrast to the previously used Sin? temporal envelope which can
only be used for the integral number of laser oscillations. For the non-integral
number of laser wave periods the higher order derivatives of the vector potential
for the Sin? envelope do not vanish at the boundaries and results in finite con-
tribution, which can lead to unphysical results, whereas these profiles along with
their derivatives to all orders vanish smoothly at the infinity. In the analytical
description, the expressions describing the particle dynamics for Sin* modulation
are derived representing it as a single pulse in the self repeating continuous wave
train of pulses, which can lead to anomalous results. This anomaly in the descrip-
tion of the particle dynamics is circumvented by the choice of these profiles.

The organization of the chapter is the following: Section (2.2), contains the
classical description of charged particle dynamics in a relativistically intense laser
field obtained by solving the equation of motion. Sub-sections (2.2.1) and (2.2.2),
contains the study of particle dynamics in the average rest frame and Lorentz
boosted frame of reference using the above derived exact analytical expressions.
Section (2.3), contains the methodology of solution of Hamilton-Jacobi equation
for deriving the dynamics of a charged particle in relativistically intense laser
field. The exact analytical expressions for the particle dynamics corresponding to
the Gaussian and Sech shaped temporal profiles are derived using the general
solutions obtained solving Hamilton-Jacobi equation. Section (2.4), contains the
summary and conclusions of the chapter.

r
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Chapter 2. Particle dynamics in the field of a relativistically intense laser

2.2 Classical relativistic dynamics of a charged par-
ticle in the field of an elliptically polarized

plane electromagnetic wave

In this section the particle dynamics is studied in the field of a relativistically
intense elliptically polarized continuous laser in vacuum. The vector potential
describing the monochromatic elliptically polarized electromagnetic wave is given

by,

—

A = aycos(&)y + azsin(€)z (2.1)

here the symbols have the following meaning: { = (kx—wt) is the invariant phase,
Ay is the maximum amplitude of the wave with al = kA, a2 = (1 — k?)'/2 Ay, K
is the polarization factor, which for linear polarization has a value x — 0, =1 and
for circular case takes value xk — i%.

From here on the following normalization have been used in this chapter:

Fakift—swt,P—-L T L ps B p b f_, A
mc mc mwc

mew’ mec?*

The normalized Electric and Magnetic Field are defined as

E = 9 = aysin(€)g — agcos(€)2; B =V x A= ascos(&)§ + arsin(€)2

The normalized momentum and energy equations are given by

dP - P
it P.E
- = 2.3
dt r (2.3)
Writing equations in component form
arP, 1
prai f(PyBZ — P,B,) (2.4)
dP, P,
Y _p 4B 2.5
dt S A (2.5)
dP, P,
=FE,+ =8B 2.
dt = rv (2.6)
a1
7~ TP+ PE) (2.7)
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P,,P,, P, are four momentum components. The relativistic factor is given by
I'=(1+ P2+ P2+ P2)'/2,

From the above definition of electric and magnetic field it can be seen that
E, = B, and E, = —B,, using this a constant of motion A(= I' — P,) can be
obtained by subtracting the Eq.(2.4) from Eq.(2.7). The invariant phase is related
to the constant of motion as ¢ = 2 which can be used to express the momentum
and energy of a particle as

_1—A2+P;+Pj

Fe 2A 2A (2.8)
P, = a —ajcos(§) (2.9)
P, = ay — agsin(§) (2.10)
1+A? P+ P
I'= N + oA (2.11)
In the above equations « and «; are the exact constants of motion.
The particle position can be obtained as,
R A
A Pde. (2.12)
In terms of co-ordinates the position of the particle is given by
_ L A yatgarg 2.13
x—xo_w[ - A"+ o o +T](£—£o)— (2.13)
1 , .
Azlaa(sin(€) — sin(§)) — araz(cos(§) — cos(&o))l+
a® —a® | .
W[sm(%) — sin(2&)]
1 . .
¥ =10 = lal€ — &) — alsin(§) — sin(&))] (2.14)
1
z— 2= Z[Oﬂ(g — &o) + az(cos(§) — cos(&))] (2.15)

In the equations from Eq.(2.13) to Eq.(2.15), &, is the initial phase of the wave
as seen by the particle. The above equations describe the momentum, energy
and position of a particle in an exact form. The dynamical variables for particle
dynamics in the field of relativistically intense, elliptically polarized continuous
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laser have been represented in terms of constants of motions and vector potential
only. These solutions provides insight into the dynamics of the particle and can
be used to understand its different physical aspects, some of which have been
described in the following subsections.

2.2.1 Particle dynamics in an average rest frame

The exact solutions derived above on solving the relativistic equation of motion
describes the dynamics of a particle in the lab frame for an arbitrary initial condi-
tions. From these solution it is evident that the dynamics of particle in a relativis-
tically intense laser fields is highly non-linear and results in a complicated particle
trajectories. Thus making it worthwhile to examine the particle dynamics in a
frame of reference in which there is no average displacement of the particle over
one period. In order to do this the expression describing the dynamics of the par-
ticle dynamics are separated into expressions for the phase averaged slow guiding
center motion and fast oscillatory motion. The position coordinates of the guiding
center are obtained by integrating the particle position over one oscillation (i.e
averaging over ¢ and £ = (t —z)), which gives dz = x — 29 and £ — &, = t — éx. The
detailed methodology is described below and on averaging the exact co-ordinates
of the particle position over one laser period

1—A24 o2 4 a2 + 44t9 _ ,
- +a +a7+ 75 t_z(ozlagcos(go) aaysin(&p))

or = 5o 2 o2 (2.16)
14+ A%+ 0?4 of + 2= 1 —A24 02 +of + 252
2 _ 2
— (@) — ap) ——sin(2&p).
41— A%+ a2 +af + 432
_ 1 _
Yy = K[a(t —0x) + arsin(&y)] (2.17)
- 1 _
0z = K[al(t —dx) — ascos(&y)]. (2.18)

r
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The corresponding guiding center velocity is given by,

1— A% 4 a? 4 o + 2
Vgw = 2 (2.19)
1+ A2+ a2+ af + =52
20A
Vgy = = (2.20)
L+ A2+ a2 +af + =57
201 A
Vgs = & (2.21)

2, .2
ai+a;

1+ A2+ a?+af + 75

The particle coordinates in the oscillation center frame can be derived by subtract-
ing the guiding center coordinates from lab frame co-ordinates of the particle.
Thus corresponding oscillation center particle position is given by,

Tose = 0T — O (2.22)
Yosc = 59 - 5_?/ (223)
Zose =02 — 02 (2.24)

The relativistic velocity factor (7) is given by g = (v2, + v2, + v2,)"/* and v =
1/4/(1 — 8%). In this chapter, the relativistic factor corresponding to phase av-
eraged motion is given by ‘gamma’, to distinguish it from previously defined
‘Gamma’ factor. Thus the non-linear particle dynamics in the lab frame has
been be separated into a phase averaged slow “guiding” center and fast varying
“oscillation’’ center motion. The motion in the fast varying “oscillation’’ center
corresponds to a reference frame, in which there is no net displacement of the
particle over gyration. In the following figures, the particle dynamics in the con-
figuration space is described by separating it in terms of lab, guiding center and
oscillation center co-ordinates for the linear, circular as well as elliptical polariza-
tions. A different sets of initial conditions are used for the thorough illustrations
of the particle dynamics.
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Linear Polarization

Fig-A: Longitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement
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Figure 2.1: Particle Displacement(Linear Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot for
the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.

At first the particle dynamics is studied in the field of linearly polarized con-
tinuous electromagnetic wave for a particle starting initially at rest and subjected
to the laser at minimum of the wave is shown in Fig.(2.1). The evolution of the
particle in the configuration space along the co-ordinates is shown in the subplots
(A-B-C) and particle dynamics is divided into phase averaged slow “guiding’ cen-
ter and fast varying “‘oscillation’’ center, which is compared to the exact evolution
in lab. It can be seen that the particle has slow secular drift along the direction
of propagation of the laser and there is no net displacement of the particle in the
transverse direction. It can be further inferred that the particle oscillates at twice
the frequency along the direction of propagation in comparison to the transverse
direction. The exact particle trajectory is shown in the subplots (D-E) which is
compared to that in the fast varying “oscillation’’ center. In this fast varying aver-
age rest frame the particle trajectory resembles the numeric number eight and is
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also know as the figure of eight motion.

Fig-A: Logitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement
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Fig-D: Particle Tranjectory In Lab Frame

Figure 2.2: Particle Displacement(Linear Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot for
the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.

In the above figure Fig.(2.2), the evolution of the position co-ordinates corre-
spond to the case, when it has initial velocity and interaction with the wave starts
at initial phase(7/4) different from the minimum. It can be seen that the particle
has non-zero secular displacement along all three co-ordinates, which is shown
in subplots (A-B-C) of the figure. The corresponding particle trajectory has been
shown in the sub-plot (D-E) of the figure. It can be seen that in the average rest
frame particle follows a figure of eight trajectory which is tilted at angle to the
direction of propagation of the wave.

Circular Polarization

In the subplots (A-B-C) of the following figure Fig.(2.3), the evolution of the par-
ticle position is described as a function of invariant phase () for a circularly po-
larized laser along the three co-ordinates of the configuration space. The particle

r
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is considered to be initially at rest and initial interaction begins at ({, = 0) phase
of the wave. It can be seen that the particle is displaced in the longitudinal as
well as transverse directions. The corresponding trajectories of the particle in the
lab and average rest frame are shown in the subplots (D-E) of the figure. From
the figure it can be seen that the particle comes back to rest at the end of each
successive gyration and it traces out a circular trajectory in the average rest frame.

Fig-A: Longitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement
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Fig-D: Particle Trajectory In Lab Frame Fig-E: Particle Trajectory In Average Rest Frame
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Figure 2.3: Particle Displacement(Circular Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot for
the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.
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Fig-A: Longitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement

T T T T T T T T S [ R R B B T T T T T T T T,

200 80

150 60

X/

100

yix
z/n

40

50

20

o 0 [Lees

50 I T N ST T P Y A N

0 L - - -20
0 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5 0 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 5
g 3
[Cab GC ARF ] [Cab GC ARF ] [Cab GC ARF ———— ]
Fig-D: Particle Trajectory In Lab Frame Fig-E: Particle Trajectory In Average Rest Frame

b8

N
>
g
2
s
LS oosN

Figure 2.4: Particle Displacement(Circular Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot for
the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.

In the Fig.(2.4), the evolution of the particle position in the field of circularly
polarized laser is shown along the configuration space. The subplot(A-B-C) and
subplots(D-E), describes the particle trajectories in the lab and average rest frame
respectively. These correspond to initial conditions that the particle interacting
with the laser field has a finite initial velocity and at the onset of the interac-
tion with wave the initial phase is given by (¢, = 7/4). The particle trajectory is
composed of fast oscillatory motion along with the finite displacement in the lon-
gitudinal and transverse directions. The finite secular drift corresponds to phase
averaged guiding center motion and in the average rest frame the particle follows
closed orbit, which signifies that it comes back to initial velocity at the end of each
successive gyration. The diameter of the circular particle trajectory in the average
rest frame is increased as a result of initial energy and is tilted at angle to the
horizontal (x-y)plane.
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Elliptical Polarization

Fig-A: Longitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement
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Figure 2.5: Particle Displacement(Elliptical Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot
for the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.

In the subplots(A-B-C) of the figure Fig.(2.5), the evolution of the particle
position is described along the three co-ordinates in an elliptically polarized wave
and its corresponding trajectories in the lab as well as average rest frame are
shown in subplots(D-E). In this figure, the polarization of the wave is defined
by choosing x = 1/4/3 and the particle is considered to be at rest at the onset
of interaction, which begins at initial phase {, = 0. The particle has a finite
displacement along the longitudinal as well as in transverse directions, which is
shown in the phase averaged motion described in the subplot(A-B). The particle
follows an elliptical trajectory in the average rest frame which is shown in the
subplot(E) of the figure.

r
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Fig-A: Longitudinal Displacement Fig-B: Transverse Displacement Fig-C: Transverse Displacement
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Figure 2.6: Particle Displacement(Elliptical Polarization): Subplot(A-B-C), plot
for the evolution of components of particle position along the three co-ordinates in
the lab, guiding center and average rest frame. Subplot:(D-E): Particle trajectory
in the lab and average rest frame.

In the subplot(A-B-C) of the following figure Fig(2.6), the evolution of the
particle position along the three co-ordinates is shown in the lab, average rest
frame as well as in guiding center for a continuous elliptically polarized wave.
These corresponds to the initial condition that the particle interacts with the wave
with an initial velocity and at an initial phase of ({§, = w/4). The lab motion
is divided into the phase averaged slow guiding center motion and fast varying
phased averaged motion. The guiding center of the particle has phase averaged
secular drift along the longitudinal as well as transverse directions. The particle
trajectory in the lab frame and average rest is shown in the subplots(D-E), where
it can be seen that the particle traces out a bigger ellipse and is at an angle to (xy)
plane in the frame of average rest. In this the figure similar to the previous the
figure Fig.(2.5) above, the polarization of the particle is given by x = 1/+/3.
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2.2.2 Particle dynamics in a Lorentz boost frame

In this section the above derived exact analytical results are used to study the
particle motion in the Lorentz boosted frame of reference. The Lorentz transfor-
mations have been derived relating the particle dynamics in the lab frame with
Lorentz boost frame. These studies are important in the study of the accelerated
charged particles. The methodology can be described in a following way, consider
two reference frames k and k', whose axis are parallel to each other, but the ve-
locity ¥ of the frame k' in the frame k is in arbitrary direction. If frame k£ moves
parallel to the x — axis, then transformation equations are

’

g = y(xo — Bx) (2.25)
r = v(x — Bxy) (2.26)
y =y (2.27)
Y=z (2.28)

For arbitrary direction of o'
zo = v(o — ﬁf)
. As in the Lorenz transformation the perpendicular coordinates remain invariant
therefore
7 x ﬁ =T X E

Relation for 2z, is obtained as

On re-arranging:
P =i B(w’-ﬁ)ﬂgﬁ(fﬂ)'

Using Eq.(2.26) and simplifying the above expression yields:

(v = D(F.5)53
62

In the following figures the trajectories of the particle in the lab frame are

- vgxo. (2.29)

¥ =T+

compared with that in the Lorentz boosted frame of reference using Eq.(2.29), for
different polarizations of the laser field.
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Linear Polarization

Relativistic Particle Dynamics In A Linearly Polarized Plane Wave

Fig-1: Lab Frame Fig-2: Lab Frame Fig-3: Lab Frame
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Figure 2.7: Particle motion in average rest frame and Lorentz boost frame for
different parameters

In the above figure Fig.(2.7), the trajectories of the particle in a linearly po-
larized wave in lab and corresponding Lorenz boosted frame are described in
subplot(1-2-3) and subplot(4-5-6) respectively. For a linearly polarized wave the
particle traces out a figure of eight trajectory in the Lorentz boosted frame. The
different trajectories corresponds to the different initial conditions to which the
particle is subjected to at the onset of the wave particle interaction. In sub-
plot(1,4), the particle is considered to be initially at rest at the onset of the in-
teraction with the wave, which begins at an initial phase (¢, = 0) of the wave.
Further in subplot (2,5), the particle has an initial velocity at the onset of the
interaction which results in the relativistic effect such as length contraction when
seen from the lab frame. In the last subplots (3,6), the particle has initial velocity
and the interaction with the wave starts at initial phase (£, = 7/4).
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Circular Polarization

Relativistic Particle Dynamics In A Circularly Polarized Plane Wave

Fig-1: Lab Frame Fig-2: Lab Frame Fig-3: Lab Frame
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Figure 2.8: Particle motion in average rest frame and Lorentz boost frame for
different parameters

In the above figure Fig.(2.8), the particle trajectories are shown in the circu-
larly polarized wave in lab as well as in the Lorentz boost frame of reference which
are described in subplots(1-2-3) and subplots (4-5-6) respectively. The trajectory
of the particle is circular for the circular polarization of the wave in the Lorentz
boost frame of reference. The different trajectories corresponds to the different
initial conditions such as in subplot(1,4) at the onset of interaction with pulse the
particle is initially at rest and the interaction begins at initial phase (¢, = 0) of the
wave. The relativistic effect such length contraction are shown by giving initial
velocity to the particle, which interacts with the wave at initial phase (£, = 0) and
(& = m/4) described in subplots(2,5) and subplots(3,6) respectively.
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Elliptical Polarization

Relativistic Particle Dynamics In A Elliptically Polarized Plane Wave

Fig-1: Lab Frame Fig-2: Lab Frame Fig-3: Lab Frame
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Figure 2.9: Particle motion in average rest frame and Lorentz boost frame for
different parameters

In the above figure Fig.(2.9), the trajectories of the particle in the lab and
Lorentz boosted frame are shown in subplots(1-2-3) and subplots(4-5-6). The
electromagnetic wave is considered to be elliptically polarized and the polariza-
tion factor has a value (x = 1/+/3), in such a polarization the particle traces out
an elliptical trajectory in the Lorentz boosted frame of reference. The relativis-
tic effects have been demonstrated by choosing different set of initial conditions,
in the subplots(1,4) the particle is considered to be initially at rest with the ini-
tial phase of a wave having a value(¢, = 0). In the subsequent subplot(2,5) and
the subplot(3,6) the particle starts interacting with the wave with finite velocity
and the wave particle interaction starts at the initial phase of the wave given by

(& =0) and (&, = 7/4).

r
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2.3 Hamilton-Jacobi equation for charged particle

in relativistically intense laser field

In the previous section, the exact analytical expressions have been derived solv-
ing the relativistic equation of motion. It is shown that the particle dynamics is
associated with three constants of motion and the dynamical variables viz. posi-
tion, momentum and energy are expressed in terms of these constants of motion
and vector potential only. Alternatively, the dynamics of the particle can also be
derived solving the Hamilton-Jacobi[17, 18, 43]equation of motion. The method
of solution provides deeper insight into the particle dynamics, such the under-
standing of the various symmetries associated with the particle dynamics and the
corresponding constants of motion. The methodology of the solution is the fol-
lowing,
Starting with the Lagrangian of the charged particle in the electromagnetic
field which is given by
L=—-VI-w+aA—¢ (2.30)

where ¢ is the electrostatic potential and is equal to zero in vacuum.
The normalized canonical conjugate momentum is

ﬁ:a—L:nufT (2.31)
ou

In Eq.(2.31) describing the canonical particle momentum which is composed
of kinetic momentum § = I'z and the field momentum A
Hence re-writing the conjugate momentum

P=p+A (2.32)

The particle velocity is given by

— ﬁ
== 2.
0= 5 (2.33)
Using the above expression
' =+/1+p? (2.34)
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and hence L
P —
U= ( ) (2.35)
(P—A)2+1
The Hamiltonian is defined as
H=4.P—L. (2.36)
On substituting the values of I' and # in the above expression results in
H=\/(P—A2+1 (2.37)

Let us consider the equation of the motion of an electron, initially at rest at
the origin, under the action of a laser beam incident on it. The incident beam is
assumed to be transverse, plane, and arbitrarily elliptically polarized, and to be
characterized by a wave vector K with frequency w = ¢ | k |= ck.

On multiplying by a pulse shaping factor the vector potential becomes

—

A(F 1) = Ay x P(€) x ©(¢) (2.38)

where A, is the amplitude ,P(¢) is the oscillatory factor, ©(¢) is the envelope part
and £ =t — " is the phase of the wave.

Neglecting the radiative reaction effects. The Hamilton-Jacobi equation for the
problem is

Os(7, )
ot

[Vs(7,t) — AE)]? — | 2+1=0 (2.39)

s(7,t), is the Hamilton principal function.

The Hamiltonian has no explicit dependence upon the co-ordinates x,y, z,t
and it depends only upon the invariant phase of the laser, therefore corresponding
to the cyclic co-ordinates the four momenta’s are constants of motion. Thus the
above equation Eq.(2.4) has the solution of the form

s(F,t) = a7+ Bt + D(E) (2.40)

where @ and [ are constants to be determined by the boundary conditions and
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®(¢) is a function determined from equation Eq.(2.39). On substituting Eq.(2.40)
in Eq.(2.39) and re-arranging gives

- ¢ o
() = %(&.k + Bk)” /£ (0% = B2+ 1 =20 A() + AZPA()O%(9)]. (24D

On substituting the value of Eq.(2.41) in Eq.(2.40) gives the principle function
— - 1 - 7 1
s(r t) = a.r'+ Bet + 5(0[.]{; + pk)

3
/£ [0 — 87 +1 —2a.A(§) + ATPHE)O%(©)| de. (2.42)

The equation of motion can be derived by differentiating the principal function
w.r.t new momenta i.e (o) and equating to the initial co-ordinates

o . (a4
o /5 o2 = B+ 1 - 23.A(9) + PHOOQ)] (2.43)
€ (2a.k + 25k)?
t = @ =t + L
0B " 2ak + kp)
13 o
[0 = 5 1= 2a.Ale) + PO
&o
1 3
_— d 2.
- 2(a.k + kp) /Eo (28)de (2.44)

Canonical momentum and energy are given by

2 2 o= 1 2 p2 2
Po(= it A) = Vs —d—i o’ — 3% —2a.A J: AP (£)O%(¢) + 1 (2.45)
2(a.k + kp)
0s k "
=——=— —.(a@—P 2.
at B—i_ ]{Z (Oé can) ( 46)

where initial momentum of the particle is given by @ = p| + p. and the constant
of motion is derived using relation described by Eq.(2.46).
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'—p,=A= —(p” + 6) (2.47)

In terms of the constant of motion the dynamical variables can be written as

N 1A [ph - 2p A+ AFPP(E)O%(E)
Pz = Pw(can) = A + [ oA } (2.48)
Py = Oy — Ay (249)
1A [P = 2p A+ AFPA(E)O%(9)
I'= A + { N } (2.51)

The co-ordinates of the particle position can be obtained as,

€1_ 72 _
x(g):xo+/§ 1 §2d§+/§ [pi 2pLA+A3P2(§)@2(§)}d§ (2.52)

2N OA2
€, — A
y(€) = /£ %c& (2.53)
Eq. — A
Z(f)z/5 %A = d¢ (2.54)
B $14 A2 $[p? —2p A+ AZP*(€)O2(€)
t_t0+/£o Wd“/&, { S0 }d& (2.55)

2.3.1 Particle Dynamics in The Field Of Finite Duration Laser
Pulse

In this section, the dynamics of a charged particle is studied in the field of a finite
duration laser pulse. The exact analytical expressions of the particle position, mo-
mentum and energy as a function of invariant phase(¢) for Sech and Gaussian
shaped temporal profiles are obtained using the general results derived by solv-
ing the corresponding Hamilton-Jacobi equation for a particle interacting with the
field of an elliptically polarized, arbitrarily long homogeneous laser pulse. These
exact expressions are reported for the first time, which gives the unambiguous
comparison for the analytical and numerical results. This serves as an consider-
able improvement to the earlier derived results in the literature using Sin? shaped
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temporal envelope, in which the numerical study is restricted to the use of inte-
gral number of oscillations inside the pulse and the analytical work has been done
with the envelope pulse repeating itself periodically in an infinite train of modu-
lated envelope pulses. Such a description of the particle dynamics can lead to the
ambiguous results. The exact analytical expressions for the particle co-ordinates
in the Sech shaped envelope corresponding to the ©(5¢) = Sech[0{ — ¢] and
Gaussian shaped envelope corresponding to ©(0¢) = E:pp[—w] have been
described below. These expressions are obtained by integrating the Eq-(2.52)-
Eq.(2.54) and the variable (¢) is used to be consistent with the initial conditions
that the particle interacts with the rising edge of the finite duration laser pulse.
The expressions Eq-(2.48)-Eq.(2.50) and Eg-(2.51) are used to obtain the corre-
sponding expression for the components of momentum and energy of the particle

respectively.
Sech profile
7 = iezf <2e"£ (20A 4 ) + 1ay <H2F1 [1, —%, _i; 5, —ieééﬂ —
H2F1 [1,—%,%“5@@55—(#] + ¢ (—H2F1 {1, —g, _igd,—ie_ﬂ +
H2F1 {1,—%, _i(;_é,ie_‘b} +e' <H2F1 {1, % igé,—ie‘%—ﬂ -
H2F1 {1, %, ! 45_ 5,¢655—¢D — H2F1 {1, % ! Jg o —z’e—ﬂ +
H2F1 {1, %, i 45_ 5,26‘1’} ))) (2.56)
Y = med’ <—ale<i+5>€ (i + 6)H2F1 [1, %;5; - 215 —e25€2¢] +
a, (i + 6)H2F1 {1, %;5; - %, —e—2¢] + (=i +6)
(e% +6) (YA + af) + ay (—e<2‘+5>5H2F1 {1, % g 215 _6256—%] +
H2F1 {1, % g + 2% —6—2¢D)) (2.57)
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1 -1 . 1 _
X = _85A2 <<€26§ n 2¢)4ZCL2€ 2¢a1COSh[¢] (A) -+ m4ale 2¢aCOSh[¢] (B) —
ai (C)+ a3 (D) —aj (E) + a3 (F) — (27 (=2 (1 4 €**) (a1x + iazay ) (—i + 6)?
(=1 + 446 + 36%) H2F1 {1 g 15 g ;—5 —e—2¢] + (—i+30) (=2 (1 +€*)
(ara — dayay)(—i + 60)(i + 0)*H2F1 { 25 B + 2—5 —e‘w} +e?(i + 39)
—i+d 3 i

2¢% (1 + > as0i) (i + 6)? TLHOS
(e (14 €**) (e + iazaqi) (i + 6)*H2F1 [1, 55 '3 " 550 ¢ +

2 2 26 . —1 —+ (5 7 26 .
(af —a3) (1 +€*?) (1 —i6)H2F1 1,772—5,—6 + (—i+9)

(€?(i 4 0) (afe? (=3 + €**) +4ay (1 +¢**) a4 e (a7 (1 4 €*) +
(—1 + ew) o’ —al + e2a? 2 4 4x,0A* + 462¢:p05A2))

26¢ (1 + 62¢) (aloé — iagﬁl)(—i + 5)H2F1 |:]_, %, ; + %’ _6_2¢:| +

i(af —a3) (1+¢*)H2F1 {1, #,2 + % —e_2¢]))))) /

((1+€*) (=i +0)(i + 6)(—i + 38)(i + 30)) — m
1

4(1,16_2¢0z (G) Sll’lh[gb] + W4ia26_2¢a1 (H) Slnh[¢]+

207 (1 4 2Cosh|[¢]*Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]] — Cosh[d¢ + ¢|Sech[5¢ — ¢]+

46¢Cosh[¢]Sinh([¢] + 2Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]]Sinh[¢]?) Sinh[2¢]+

207 (1 4 2Cosh|[¢]*Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]] — Cosh[4¢ + ¢|Sech[5¢ — @]+

45¢Cosh[¢]Sinh[¢] + 2Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]]Sinh[¢]*) Sinh[2¢]—

(2a7 4 2a3 + 2a* + 2a7)Tanh[6¢ — @] + a*Cosh[¢]* (26¢ — 46£Cosh|[¢]*—

2Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]]Sinh[2¢] + Sech[0¢ — ¢]Sinh[d6¢ + ¢] + Tanh[6¢ — ¢]) + aCosh[¢]?

(26¢ — 40¢Cosh(¢]* — 2Log[Cosh[0¢ — ¢]]Sinh[2¢] + Sech[6¢ — ¢]Sinh[6¢ + @] + Tanh[6¢ — ¢])
+a”Sinh[¢]? (26¢ — 40£Cosh[¢]” — 2Log[Cosh[6¢ — ¢]]Sinh[2¢] + Sech[6¢ — ¢]Sinh[d¢ + ¢]+
Tanh[6¢ — ¢]) + a7Sinh[¢]* (26¢ — 40£Cosh[¢]* — 2Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢|Sinh[2¢] + Sech[d¢ — ¢]
Sinh[6¢ + ¢] + Tanh[6¢ — ¢]) — 2a*Cosh[2¢](6¢Cosh[2¢] + Log[Cosh[d¢ — ¢]]Sinh[2¢)]
—Sech[0¢ — ¢]Sinh[6¢]Sinh[p|Tanh[¢]) — 2a2Cosh[2¢](5¢Cosh[2¢]+

Log[Cosh[0¢ — ¢]]Sinh[2¢] — Sech[d¢ — ¢]Sinh[0£]Sinh[¢p|Tanh[¢)])) (2.58)
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In the above equations H2F'C' is a short hand notion used for the mathematical
function Hypergemetric2FC and the values of variables (A-H) used in the lon-
gitudinal component of position is given in the Annexure at the end of chapter.
Following are the components of the particle position in a finite duration laser
pulse with Gaussian shaped temporal envelope.

Gaussian Profile

1 i i i
Z=——e at (4612?2&¢5(20A + a1€) + ag V2w (ie¥

(o[ ] g [ =)
(2.59)

142i 1424 — , 2¢
Yy — Le_ ST (46 +ztsQM(i(yoA + af) + a1 V2r (Erf {Z &b} — Erf {Z 0% 5(?} +

10A NeT T
o2 Rrfi 1+i5(5§—¢)} e {1 —i(s(pD))
e (Erﬁ [ NGT; Erfi 75 (2.60)
X = e (265 (80,007 4 4 (0 + a1?) 66 + (a1” +22) Vi
142i8 ;o . 2 B
(Erf[0€ — o] + Erf[@])) + e 52 V2r(aya + iazay) (Erf {Z\/;dﬂ — Erf [H(S\%ééﬂ)

l

+(a? —ad)e s /T (—Erfc [% + 4 + Erfc [5 0 + 4) +
(a2 — )/ (Erf {W%&b] — 4Erfi [% + 24) +
de 52" V2r(iala + a2a1) <Erﬁ [M} — Erfi [1 — Mﬂ )) (2.61)

V20 V20
In the above expressions the function Erfi is imaginary error function which is
related to the error function as Erfi(z) = —iErf(iz). It is evident that the above

derived exact analytical expressions have a complicated mathematical structure.
Thus a comparative analytical and numerical results have been presented in the
following figures to gain insight into the dynamics described by these expressions.
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Particle Trajectory In An Elliptically Polarized Finite Duration Pulse (Sech)

Fig-1: Circular Polarized (CS) Fig-2: Elliptically Polarized (CS) Fig-3: Linearly Polarized (CS)
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Figure 2.10: Description of evolution of particle position and momentum in the
field of a finite duration laser pulse as a function of invariant phase({) for a
Sech(0¢) envelope. Subplot-(1)-(3) The numerically (N) and analytically (A) ob-
tained particle trajectory in the configuration space for different laser polariza-
tions. Subplot (d)-(f): the momentum space trajectory on the particle for different
laser polarizations.

In the subplots (1-2-3) of the figures Fig.(2.10) and Fig.(2.11), the trajec-
tory of the particle is shown in the configuration space for the circular, elliptical
and linear polarizations which are defined by the value of polarization factor[x(=
1/4/2;1/4/3;0)]. The trajectory of the particle is resultant of oscillatory motion
along the longitudinal and transverse direction coupled with a secular drift along
the direction of propagation. The corresponding shape of particle orbit over one
laser cycle, depends upon the polarization state which can be circular, elliptical
and in figure of the number eight shapes when viewed in an average frame of
reference drifting with the particle for the above specified values of . It is further
shown that the gyration length and transverse excursion amplitude increases with
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each successive gyration. This corresponds to the accelerating phase of the laser
pulse reaching the maximum at the center of the pulse. Beyond this point, the
particle due to its finite mass is out run by the wave and goes into retarding phase
of the laser pulse. In the retarding phase of a laser pulse the particle decelerates
and comes back to rest while returning all its energy back to the laser pulse.

Particle Trajectory In An Elliptically Polarized Finite Duration Pulse (Gauss)

Fig-1: Circular Polarized (CS) Fig-2: Elliptically Polarized (CS) Fig-3: Linearly Polarized (CS)
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Figure 2.11: Description of evolution of particle position and momentum in the
field of a finite duration laser pulse as a function of invariant phase({) for a
Gaussian(0§)envelope. Subplot-(1)-(3) The numerically (N) and analytically (A)
obtained particle trajectory in the configuration space for different laser polar-
izations. Subplot (4)-(6): the momentum space trajectory on the particle for
different laser polarizations.

The momentum space trajectory of the particle is shown in subplots(4-5-6)
of the figures Fig.(2.10) and Fig.(2.11). It can be seen from the figure that for
a circular and elliptical polarizations the particle has non-zero net momentum
along the direction of propagation which increases and decreases symmetrically
in the build up and slowing down phases of the laser pulse in comparison to the
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linear polarization in which is parabolic in shape. Thus for a linearly polarization
the average longitudinal momentum is zero over each gyration. From the above
figures it is evident that there is a very good matching between the analytical and
numerical results describing the particle trajectories in the configuration as well
as momentum space. Thus the analytical results expressed here can be used for
the further study involving interaction of particle with finite duration laser pulse.

Particle Energy In A Finite Duration Laser Pulse (Sech)

Fig-1: Particle energy (Circular Polarized) Fig-2: Particle Energy (Elliptically Polarized) Fig-3: Particle Energy (Linearly Polarized)
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Figure 2.12: Analytical(A) and Numerical (N) plot for the total energy of the
particle as function of invariant phase({) for different polarization of the laser
using Sech profile for temporal shape. Subplot(a):Circular Polarization: Subplot
(b):Elliptical Polarization Subplot (c):Linear Polarization

The total particle energy for Sech and Gaussian profiles is shown in Fig.(2.12)
and Fig.(2.13). From these figure and momentum space trajectory it is evident
that the total energy of the particle over one gyration during the pulse-particle
interaction is non-zero for circular and elliptical polarization, whereas for linear
polarization the particle energy is zero over one gyration. Further the maximum
energy of the particle at the center of the pulse for linear polarization is twice
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that of circular polarization. At the end of pulse particle interaction the energy
of particle interaction is equal to its initial value and there is no net transfer of
energy to the particle.

Particle Energy In A Finite Duration Laser Pulse (Gauss)

Fig-1: Particle energy (Circular Polarized) Fig-2: Particle Energy (Elliptically Polarized) Fig-3: Particle Energy (Linearly Polarized)
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Figure 2.13: Analytical(A) and Numerical (N) plot for the total energy of the par-
ticle as function of invariant phase(¢) for different polarization of the laser using
Gaussian profile for temporal shape. Subplot(a):Circular Polarization: Subplot
(b):Elliptical Polarization Subplot (c):Linear Polarization

2.4 Summary

Using the above derived results, we summarize the physical aspects of particle
interaction with a continuous and pulsed laser. At first, the particle motion in a
monochromatic plane wave can be described in the following way. At the begin-
ning of the interaction, the particle, which is initially at rest is accelerated along
the electric field component of the laser field. It acquires a relativistic velocity
along the field direction in a time much shorter than the period of the wave and
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is acted upon by the magnetic field component of the laser field. Under the effect
of 7 x B force, the particle drifts with a relativistic velocity along the direction of
laser propagation. But due to its finite mass the particle gets slowly phase lagged
from the laser field and eventually the direction of field is reversed which brings
the particle back to rest. At the end of each successive gyration the particle is
displaced along the direction of propagation without any net energy transfer from
the laser.

For a continuous laser pulse, it is shown that the particle motion can be divided
into secular guiding center motion and fast oscillation center motion. The study
of particle motion in the fast oscillation center provides better physical insight
of the particle trajectories. The secular guiding center motion is used to derive
the Lorenz transformation connecting the particle dynamics in the rest frame to
the lab frame. These transformations enhances the understanding of relativistic
effects, which is fundamental to the study of laser particle interaction.

The general solutions are derived describing the motion of the particle in the
field of an elliptically polarized and arbitrarily long finite duration laser pulse.
Using these general solutions the exact analytical expressions are derived using
Sech and Gaussian shaped temporal envelopes for the position, momentum and
energy of the particle. These solutions give unambiguous comparison of the an-
alytical and numerical results. On the basis of these results the analytical and
numerical the particle motion can be physically described in a following way: for
a finite duration laser pulse which includes the light pressure effects, at the onset
of pulse particle interaction, the particle is acted upon by a radiation pressure in
the rising front of pulse, which pushes the particle forward along the direction of
propagation. In the trailing part of the pulse, the direction of field is reversed, as
a result of this, the radiation pressure retards the motion of a particle. So, in this,
process there is no transfer of energy to the particle takes places as the pulse slips
past it.
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2.5 Annexure
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Exact analysis of particle dynamics in
the combined field of finite duration

laser pulse and static axial magnetic
field

This chapter is devoted to the theoretical study of relativistic dynamics of a
charged particle interacting with a combined field of finite duration laser
pulse and static axial magnetic field in vacuum. In this study the Gaussian
shaped envelope has been used for describing the temporal profile of finite
duration laser pulse. The understanding of the mechanism of interaction
is of fundamental importance as it forms the underlining principle for
laser driven Auto-Resonant acceleration scheme of particle acceleration in
vacuum. A significant part of this chapter have been published in the Ref.
Sagar et.al.[45]

3.1 Introduction

The relativistic equation of motion for a charged particle interacting with a con-
tinuous as well as pulsed laser and its methods of solution have been described
in the previous chapter. From the theoretical study, it has been concluded that
the interaction of charged particle with a continuous as well as pulsed laser does
not result in the net transfer of energy to the particle. This happens so because
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of the symmetrical acceleration and deceleration of the particle by laser field.
The scheme of laser driven auto-resonance acceleration is theoretically studied
in this chapter for accelerating the charged particle initially at rest to relativistic
velocities. The mechanism for this scheme was discovered in the study of particle
dynamics interacting simultaneously with continuous laser and static axial mag-
netic field [23, 24, 25]. The historical developments of the scheme can be traced
in the following references [26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 33].

The scheme of laser driven auto-resonant acceleration is a consequence of
purely relativistic effect. In this scheme the particle moving in the combined field
of a laser and axial magnetic field (éo) is associated with two relativistic effects
along the transverse and longitudinal directions; the relativistic mass effect along
the transverse direction which lowers the cyclotron frequency of the particle and a
Doppler effect along the longitudinal direction caused by the magnetic field of the
wave, as result of which the frequency of a wave as seen by the particle is lower
than the actual wave frequency. In this scheme, the initial resonance condition is
itself preserved due to the precise cancellation of these two effects, which leads to
the locking of the particle in the accelerating phase of the wave and thus resulting
in a continuous energy gain.

The physical picture of this interaction can be described in the following way:
a particle initially at rest is accelerated along the electric field component of the
wave and it begins to gyrate about the propagation direction with a cyclotron fre-
quency Q.(= gBy/mc;m = myl'). The energy gain along the transverse direction
causes the relativistic mass effect which lowers the cyclotron frequency. The par-
ticle is simultaneously accelerated in the direction of B, (and k) by the magnetic
field of the wave, and as the particle acquires some velocity in this direction it sees
the wave at a Doppler-shifted frequency which is lower than the wave frequency
w. In the resonant case, the magnetic and mass effects just cancel one another,
and the condition I' — P, — Q. (= ¢By/moc) = 0 is true throughout the particle’s
motion. Thus at the resonance, what happens is that as the particle gains energy
and the cyclotron frequency consequently decreases, the magnetic field of the
wave produces just the right velocity along B, (and k) to Doppler-shift the wave
frequency to the value necessary to maintain resonance. This effect is similar to a
synchrotron which maintains its synchronism automatically.

However, the requirement of large input laser power together with genera-
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tion and sustaining of static magnetic fields of the order of laser magnetic field
makes the use of continuous laser very limited for experimental realization of the
auto-resonant particle acceleration scheme. Another principal objection is that a
monochromatic wave has no building-up or slowing-down phase, and is infinite
in time. Thus it contains an infinite amount of energy. A laser pulse is finite in
time and carries a finite energy. Thus it is reasonable to consider particles initially
at rest (at the origin), as there are no forces.

The scheme of laser driven auto-resonant particle acceleration was earlier the-
oretically studied in using a linearly polarized finite duration laser pulse with a
Sin? temporal modulation[41, 42]. The position, momentum and energy of the
particle were analytically obtained as function of laser phase. Later, using the
same temporal modulation the problem was analytically and numerical studied
by Ondazara et.al[33] for an elliptically polarized laser pulse. In these studies, the
analytical work has been carried out using a periodically self repeating envelope
pulse in an infinite train of modulated envelope pulses. Such a pulse envelope
has a discreet frequency spectrum in the Fourier space, with an additional side
band frequencies on the either side of the central maxima. However, the numeri-
cal work was done using a single pulse considered over one period, the frequency
spectra for the pulse has a continuum in the Fourier space. Thus analytical results
are unable to account for some of the numerical results such as the continuous

!/

An improved mathematical description of the envelope is therefore required for

dependence of energy spectra on the previously defined parameter ‘“‘r(=

physical understanding the mechanism.

In this chapter, the interaction of the charged particle with the combined field
of a finite duration laser and static axial magnetic field is analytically and numeri-
cally studied by choosing the Gaussian profile for describing the temporal shape of
the pulse envelope. The exact analytical expressions are derived for the position,
momentum and energy of the particle. This study is motivated to gain insight into
mechanism of resonant interaction of the particle with the laser field. It is further
intended to determine the optimum conditions in terms for laser intensity, pulse
length, strength of axial magnetic field and laser polarization for maximizing the
energy gain by the particle.

The organization of the chapter is the following: In section (3.2), the rela-
tivistic equation of motion and its solutions are analytically derived for a particle
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interacting simultaneously with the finite duration laser pulse and static axial
magnetic field. Further, the results are first derived for the linear polarization in
subsection (3.2.1) and are generalized for the elliptical polarization in subsection
(3.2.2). The results of numerical study has been described in this section (3.3)
and are compared with the analytical results. In section (3.4), the results of ana-
lytical and numerical study are discussed in detail for optimizing the energy gain
of the particle in terms of various parameters.

3.2 Particle motion in the combined field of a finite
duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic
field

In this section, we present the method of solution of relativistic equation of motion
describing the particle dynamics in the combined field of finite duration laser
pulse and static axial magnetic field. The expression for the particle position,
momentum and energy are expressed in terms of constants of motion and vector
potential as function of laser phase. In this work vector potential description has
been used for specifying the finite duration laser pulse and corresponding electric
as well as magnetic fields are derived from it. Due to the complicated form, the
analytical expressions are first described explicitly for the linearly polarized finite
duration laser pulse and solutions corresponding to the elliptical polarization are
presented in the subsequent subsection.

3.2.1 Linear Polarization

The vector potential of a finite duration laser pulse traveling along z direction in
the presence of a constant homogeneous axial magnetic field is given by,
BQZ N Boy “
—=z

A= AOEPE)) — -3+

5 5 3.1

where the symbols represents the following: ¢ = (wt — kz) is the phase of the
laser, ©(6¢) is pulse envelope, P; () is the oscillatory part, factor §(= 2) is ratio of
the laser wavelength to the pulse length, A, is the peak laser amplitude, B, is the
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magnitude of the external magnetic field.
The electric and magnetic fields corresponding to the above described vector
potential of the laser are defined as,
10A o

E:——— éz A .2
c Ot Vo (32)

. The variables can be expressed in the dimensionless form by using the following

normalizations: 7 — kit — wt,P - £ 07 —» L. B B g 4€ 4

me’ mec2? mwe’ mew’
eA q9Bo

me?2) mew

The normalized relativistic momentum and energy equation are given by

Q. —

P 54D B (3.3)
2= ? (3.4)
Here T is the relativistic factor defined as,
I'=(1+P}+ P+ P2
and P,, P,, P, are the four momentum components.
On re-writing the equations in component form
iP __Bo4 @9
% _ (T —FPQC)% N PZFQC (3.6)
dczz _ _PyFQC 3.7)
I __Rod 68

Subtracting equation Eq.(3.5) from Eq.(3.8) results in a constant of motion A
defined as,
A=T-P, (3.9

A

The phase of the laser and the constant of motion A are related as & = =
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On expressing the above equations Eq.(3.5 to 3.7) in terms of null coordinates of
laser phase ¢ and using Eq.(3.9) the components of particle momentum takes the
following form,

_1—A2+P;+P3

P, o A (3.10)
Py=a,— A+ 29, (3.11)
P.=a,-YQ, (3.12)

in the above expressions a;; and «; are two exact constants of motion which corre-
sponds to the conservation of transverse canonical momentum. The total energy
of the particle given below is derived using Eq.(3.9) and Eq.(3.10),

B 1+A2+P;+Pj

r 1
2A 2A (3.13)
The particle position is obtained by integrating particle momentum as
L. 1 (¢,
R—Ry=— | Pd¢ (3.14)
A &o

Transverse momentum as well as the position of a particle can be obtained
either by representing them as first order complex differential equation or by de-
coupling the equations and writing them as second order differential equations,

750 I r 1dA

- Y = —ovg — —— 3.15
e +7r AOQ A dé ( )
2z, rA

The equations Eq.(3.15) and Eq.(3.16) describe the cyclotron motion of the
particle in the combined field of laser and static axial magnetic field. As the
laser pulse has a continuous frequency spectra in the Fourier space, the tuning of
cyclotron frequency with the characteristic frequency in the spectrum can lead to
the resonant energy gain by the particle.

The explicit form of the temporal envelope and the oscillatory part describing
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the vector potential of a finite duration laser pulse is specified below,

O(¢) = exp(———) (3.17)
P(€) = sin(€) (3.18)

Here ¢, is the initial phase which corresponds to the assumption that the laser
pulse is at an infinite distance away from the particle before the onset of inter-
action and the particle is acted upon by the rising edge of the laser pulse. In
this work the particle is assumed to be initially at rest (and at the origin), which
corresponds to the following initial conditions: initial particle position is given by
X =Y = Z = 0, the components of canonical momenta are given by al = a2 = 0,
the constant of motion resulting from the spatio-temporal symmetry of the vec-
tor potential in variables = and ¢ is given by A = 1. The solution of equations
Eq.(3.15) and Eq.(3.16) describing the cyclotron motion gives the transverse co-
ordinates of the particle position. The position and momentum of the particle are
related to each other by the following relation

(3.19)

A5
[ Ravr

here as specified earlier P represents the normalized four momentum of the par-
ticle.

The co-ordinates for transverse particle position are given below.
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Particle position
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The corresponding transverse momentum component using Eq.(3.19) takes
the following analytical form.

Particle Momentum

Py 89
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Thus longitudinal component of the particle momentum as well as the en-
ergy can be simply obtained by substituting expressions Eq.(3.22) and Eq.(3.23)
in the expressions Eq.(3.10) and Eq.(3.13) respectively. The longitudinal parti-
cle position can be obtained by integrating the expression (3.10). In the above
expressions Erfi, is the imaginary error function which is related to the Erf, as
Erfi(z) =-iErf(iz). The above derived analytical solutions, describing the particle
dynamics in the combined field of a finite duration laser pulse and static axial
magnetic field are in parametric form and thus can be used to study different as-
pects of pulse-particle interaction. The understanding of these solution enables
us to explore the features of laser driven auto-resonant acceleration scheme of
charged particles in the vacuum for the finite duration laser pulse.

3.2.2 Elliptical Polarization

In this subsection, we present the description of the method of solution to the
relativistic equation of motion interacting simultaneously with the field of ellip-
tically polarized finite duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic field. The
methodology of the solution is similar to the one described above but have been
explicitly specified for the ease of reading. The vector potential of an elliptically
polarized finite duration laser pulse traveling along & direction in the presence of
a constant homogeneous axial magnetic field is

BQZ

)+ (A(E)RPAE) + D)2

A= (A40056)(1 — k)2 P(€) (3.24)
in the above expression x defines the polarization state of the pulse and other
terms as specified above are: the phase of the laser is given by £ = (wt —kx), ©(¢)
is pulse envelope, P(£) and P, () are the oscillatory parts, factor 6(= 2 ) is the ratio
of the laser wavelength to the pulse length, A, is the peak laser amplitude, B, is
the magnitude of the external magnetic field.

The corresponding electric and magnetic field corresponding to the above de-
scribed vector potential of the laser are defined as,

G tod B-vxA (3.25)
c Ot
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Using the above specified normalizations the relativistic momentum and en-

ergy equation are given by,

dP . P L.

L [E+=x(B+Q 2
= [E+ 5 x (B4 Q) (3.26)
dl'  P.E

o _ - (3.27)

Here I' as defined above is the relativistic factor given by,
I'=(1+P}+ P+ P2

and P,, P,, P, are the four momentum components.

On re-writing the equations in component form,

diy _ - P,) 85? N P}Qc (3.29)
dcgz _ - P,) 861‘22 _ PyFQc (3.30)

From Eq.(3.28) and Eq.(3.31) as described above we get a constant of motion
A defined as,

A=T-PF, (3.32)

The phase of the laser and the constant of motion A are related as & = 2.

On expressing the above equations Eq.(3.28) to Eq.(3.31) in terms of laser phase
¢ and using Eq.(3.9), the components of particle momentum takes the following

form,
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_1—A2+P;+P3

P )

’ 2A 2A (3.33)
P,=a; — A, + ZQ, (3.34)
P.=ay— A, —YQ, (3.35)

where as described above o, and a, are constants of motion which correspond to
the conservation of transverse canonical momentum.

Using Eq.(3.9) and Eq.(3.33) the total energy of a particle is given by,

_1+A2+P;+Pf

: 2A 2A

(3.36)

As described above the particle position can be obtained by integrating particle

momentum as,

. 1 [ .
R—Ry= A Pd¢ (3.37)
o

Similar to above case, the transverse momentum as well as the position of a
particle can be obtained either by representing them as first order complex differ-
ential equation or by decoupling the equations and writing them as second order
differential equations describing the cyclotron motion,

&’y o A, 1dA
=y Y T h -39
d*Z 1 dA, « A
e " rfe=—% i (Kl A (3.39)

The temporal profile and the oscillatory part defining the vector potential of
the finite duration laser pulse are given below.

o) = exp(—L;é)Q) (3.40)
P(&) = sin(€) (3.41)
Pi(§) = cos(§) (3.42)

As described above the position and momentum of the particle are related to
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each other as, . B
drR P
— = — 3.43
i~ A (3.43)
here as specified earlier P represents the normalized four momentum of the par-
ticle. The transverse co-ordinates of the particle position derived by solving the
equations of cyclotron motion given by Eq.(3.38) and Eq.(3.39) which are ex-
pressed symbolically in simplified form are given below. The various terms in the

expression have been specified in the appendix. Particle Position
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Y =

1 d31
SAFC
0.25A0c1e%8iSnd — 0.25A0¢1e%%iSnd — CSed2a28 + CS%e92a25 — 0.125¢42Sn%a26 + 0.25A09102
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(C8et2 — ic®278n) rExfile8] ) ) ) + A0a8CSe™ krErfile9)] + iAOa8e!2SnsrExfiled)
In the following solutions symbol ‘=" and ‘r ’ represent the same. The other dynam-
ical variables viz. momentum, energy and longitudinal position of the particle can
be derived in the manner described above for the linear polarization. The analyt-
ical expression derived in this section have a complicated mathematical structure

and thus an exhaustive numerical work has been carried out in the following sec-
tion to gain comprehensive understanding of the particle dynamics.
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3.3 Numerical Results

In this section, we present numerical solution of the relativistic equation of motion
of the particle interacting with the linearly polarized finite duration laser pulse
using R.K. method with adaptive step size control. The analytical expressions
derived above are used to validate the numerical results. In the present analysis as
specified earlier the particle is assumed to be at rest before the onset of interaction
with the laser field. The initial conditions, A = 1 and a; = a3 = 0, correspond to
the particle which is initially at rest before the onset of pulse particle interaction.

Power Spectrum OF The Temporally Shaped Gaussian Profile Laser Pulse

Fig (a): Pulse Length(1/3)=1 Fig (b): Pulse Length (1/8)=5
0.2 T 7 T T T T T T T T T
0.18 i S 6L : |
0.16 ]
0.14 - 51 J
E 00 [ 2
T 008 |- 4 & 3F 7
0.06 [~ - 2 | J
0.04 .
0.02 . r I
0O 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5 0O 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5
Laser Frequency o Laser Frequency o
Fig (c):Pulse Length(1/8)= 10 Fig (d): Pulse Length (1/8)=20
30 T T T T T T T T T 100 T u T T T T T T T
20 [ "H' [ f H f ; f f f : i
‘g ‘ H ‘g 60 = “ T e
S 15 H' S : ]‘ : : : : : : :
: |l : : : : : : : 40 'H_
JLC N e R N A SRR A SHE S S : \}‘ : : : : : : :
: |+ : : : : : : : : J: : : : : : : :
5 i “H\- 20 -H_
0 L/ \ i i i i i i i 0 I i i i i i i
0O 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5 0O 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5
Laser Frequency o Laser Frequency o

Figure 3.1: The power spectrum of a laser pulse corresponding to the different
pulse lengths (3).

In Fig.3.1, the frequency spectrum of a finite duration laser pulse which has
temporally shaped Gaussian envelope for different pulse lengths is plotted, it can
be seen that frequency spectrum of the laser pulse is continuous. It has a finite
width around the central frequency and the width of the spectrum decreases with

60



Chapter 3. Exact analysis of particle dynamics in the combined field of finite
duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic field

increase in the length of the laser pulse.

The results of a single particle code are plotted in Fig.3.2 and Fig.3.3, along
with the analytical results representing all the three components of momentum
and position of a particle respectively. The results in these figure describe the
non-resonant as well as resonant interaction of the particle with the laser pulse.

Particle Momentum In A Homogenous Laser Pulse: Amplitude(erlmcz):I Pulse Length(L=1/3)=15

Fig (a): r(QJ/(wA)) = 0.3 A=1 Fig (b): r(@¢/(@A)) = 0.3 A=1 Fig (0): r(Q/(@A)) = 0.3 A=1
310 8408
L 6-10 -
310 o100 ]
o 2'101 o 2-‘]00 IS} :
£ 210 £ o010° £ .
a 1 & 210° & 7
110 S ]
0 : -
510 610 7
0-10° 8.10°
16
2403 610’
110 {
110° 410
3 210"
e 110 g 7 £
s 8107 s o010° S
& 610 & 510 =
2
4100 410"
210 -4
0-10° 610"
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
3
Fig (): f(Qd/(@A)) = 1 A=1
9-1o§ 2:10°
810 2
7.103 1v'|01
o 6103 o 510 o
5 a0 s o1 s
g 410 z ; N
3103 -510
ﬂgs -1.10?
0-10° 2102

Figure 3.2: Analytical (A) and Numerical(N) description of evolution of particle
momentum as a function of laser phase ¢ for the amplitude eAy/mc? = 7, § =
1/15 and A = 1. Figs.2(a)-(c):The three momentum components for the particle
corresponding to the non-resonant interaction with the pulse. In Figs.2(d)-(f):
Momentum components corresponding to the resonant interaction with the laser
pulse at frequency different for the central frequency. In Figs.2(g)-(i): Momentum
components corresponding to the r=1 resonant case.
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Analytical and Numerical Plot Of Particle Postion: Amplitude(erlmcz):I Pulse Length(L=1/3)=15
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Figure 3.3: Analytical (A) and Numerical(N) description of evolution of particle
position as a function of laser phase ¢ for the amplitude eAy/mc* = 7, § = 1/15
and A = 1. Figs.3(a)-(c):The three position co-ordinates for the particle corre-
sponding to the non-resonant interaction with the pulse. In Figs.3(d)-(f): Position
co-ordinates corresponding to the resonant interaction with the laser pulse at fre-
quency different for the central frequency. In Fig.-(g)-(i): Position coordinates
corresponding to the r=1 resonant case.

In Figs.3.2 subplots (a-b-c), the three components of particle four momentum
are plotted corresponding to the non-resonant interaction. It can be seen that for
the case of a non-resonant interaction of the particle with a laser pulse i.e, when
the cyclotron frequency of the particle does not correspond to any of the charac-
teristic frequencies in a laser spectrum, no net energy is transfered to the particle
and all the three components of momentum becomes zero after the interaction. In
subplots (d-e-f), the momentum components for the resonant case are plotted by
tuning the cyclotron frequency of the particle at a characteristic frequency in pulse
spectrum different from central frequency. From the results it can be seen that for
a resonant case, there is net energy transfer to the particle along the propagation
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direction of the laser pulse. In the transverse direction beyond the point of reso-
nance matching, the particle momentum exhibits finite amplitude oscillations. In
the subplots (g-h-i), momentum components correspond to resonant case for the
central frequency. There is increase in the net energy gain by the particle along
the direction of the laser propagation. The amplitude of the particle oscillations
along the transverse direction increases as a consequence of increase in the net
energy transfer to the particle.

In the Fig.3.3 subplots(a-b-c), the particle position is plotted for the non-
resonant interaction of the particle with a laser pulse. The particle is at rest after
the interaction with a laser pulse and is displaced along the direction of laser
propagation with no side-wise displacement. In the subplots (d-e-f), the particle
position for a resonant case are plotted at a frequency different from the central
frequency. The continuous shift in the longitudinal position is due to finite en-
ergy gain along the longitudinal direction. Along the transverse direction beyond
the point of resonance, the particle exhibits a finite amplitude oscillatory motion
corresponding to the energy gain by a particle. In subplots (g-h-i), the position co-
ordinates of particle corresponds to the resonant interaction of a particle with the
laser pulse at central frequency. The particle is displaced by large distance along
the direction of propagation of the laser pulse. At the onset of the pulse particle
interaction there is increase in the transverse amplitude of particle oscillations
that attains maximum value at the center of the laser pulse and corresponds to
a resonant energy transfer beyond, which the amplitude of oscillations remains
constant. From the position and momentum plots it can be seen that the results
of a single particle code are in good agreement with the above derived analytical
results.
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Particle Trajectory In Combined Homogenous Temporally Shaped Gaussian Profile Laser Pulse And Static Axial Magnetic Field
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Figure 3.4: Analytical (A) and Numerical (N) 3-D particle trajectory along with
the transverse projection in Y-Z plane for following parameters eAy/mc* = 7,
§=1/15and A = 1.

In Fig.3.4, the 3-D trajectories of particle dynamics along with its transverse
projection in the Y-Z plane are plotted for non-resonant and resonant interaction
of a particle with laser pulse. For a non-resonant interaction subplot (a), the
particle which is initially at rest is accelerated by the laser field in the rising edge
of the laser pulse, particle carries out a cyclotron motion while moving in a helical
path with increasing cyclotron radius along the direction of propagation. The
cyclotron radius is maximum at the center of the pulse. Beyond this point the
particle decelerates in the trailing part of the pulse and in the process it comes
back to rest returning all its energy to the pulse. This symmetry in the acceleration
and deceleration can be seen in the transverse projection of the particle trajectory,
which is in the form of closed loops. For the resonant interaction subplots (b-c),
the particle is at rest before the onset of the pulse particle interaction. It is initially
accelerated by the rising edge of the laser pulse and corresponding to matching of
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cyclotron frequency of a particle with the characteristic frequency from the laser
spectrum, net energy is transfered to it. After resonant interaction transverse
radius of the particle gets fixed and particle moves in a helical path along the
propagation direction. The symmetry in acceleration and deceleration is lost, as
can be seen the 2-D transverse projection where the loops are no longer closed
ones. It can be inferred from the plot that the cyclotron radius of the particle
increases with an increase in the resonant frequency reaching maximum for the
central resonance.

Particle Energy Gain As A function Of r(Q/)
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Figure 3.5: Resonant energy gained by a particle at the end of interaction with the
finite duration laser pulse as a function of the applied static axial magnetic field
keeping the laser amplitude constant at eAy/mc* = 10.

In Fig.3.5, the final energy gain of a particle is plotted as a function of vari-

able r(= (33) ); In subplots (a-b-c-d-e-f), the final energy gain is plotted for laser
pulses with different pulse lengths and with the same peak amplitude. It can be
seen from the plots that final energy gain by the particle is continuous and is in

accordance with Fig.3.1, for the power spectrum of the laser pulse. The spectrum
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width of a final energy gain by the particle decreases with increase in the laser
pulse length, which corresponds to the fact that the maximum resonant energy
gain takes place when cyclotron frequency of the particle approaches the central

laser frequency.

Analytical and Numerical Plot For Particle Energy Gain As Function Of Peak Laser Intensity
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Figure 3.6: Analytical (A) and Numerical (N) plot for final energy gain of the
particle as function of the peak laser intensity for the finite duration laser pulse
of length of ten cycles(;=10) corresponding to matching of different resonance
frequencies with the laser spectrum.

In Fig.3.6, the functional dependence of the resonant final energy gain of the
particle is parametrically studied using a fitting function as a function of the peak
laser intensity at different values of r(= £&). From the values of the parameters
(c1-c2-c3-c4) obtained by curve fitting, it can be inferred that the resonant energy

gain of the particle increases linearly with the increase in the peak laser intensity.

Further on comparing the subplots (a-b-c-d), it can be seen that the slope (b1l-
b2-b3-b4) describing the ratio of final energy gain to the input laser energy as a
function of parameter r(= £%). Hence for a given laser intensity the final energy
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gain of the particle can be controlled by suitably adjusting this slope.
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Figure 3.7: Final energy gain of the particle corresponding to the condition r = 1
and eAy/mc? = 10 as a function of length of the pulse.

Qc
wA

energy gain of the particle is studied as function of the laser pulse length (3),

In Fig.3.7, corresponding to the condition r(= <%) = 1, the final resonant
keeping the laser intensity constant. The parametric dependence is studied using
fitting function from which it can be inferred that the final energy of the particle
increases quadratically with the laser pulse length. This is in accordance with the
above derived results for the particle energy gain.
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Resonant Energy Gain As Funtion of Polarisation
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Figure 3.8: Energy gain of the particle as function of polarization parameter «.

In Fig.3.8, the resonant energy gained by the particle at the end of pulse par-
ticle interaction is shown as a function of the polarization parameter . From the
figure it can be inferred that the final energy gain by the particle depends upon
the polarization parameter. The energy gain is maximum for the right circularly
polarized pulse and minimum for left circularly polarization corresponding which
corresponds to x = +1/+/2 respectively. The final resonant energy gain is obtained
for the same initial laser intensity and pulse duration, but correspond to different
values of cyclotron frequency. From subplots-(A-B-C-D), it is evident that for a
constant laser intensity and pulse length, the energy gain for each of the pulse
polarization increases with increase in the cyclotron frequency and is maximum
corresponding to the central frequency of pulse spectra. This gain is due to effi-
cient acceleration by circularly polarized laser, which is made up of two linearly
polarized laser pulses.
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Resonant Energy Gain As Function of Cyclotron Frequency
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Figure 3.9: Energy gain of the particle as a function of parameter r(= Q./(wA))
for different polarization states.

In Fig.3.9, the energy gain of the particle is plotted as function of the param-
eter r(= (2./(wA)), the energy spectra of the particle is continuous, which is in
accordance with the continuum in the frequency spectrum of a laser pulse. In this
plot the laser intensity as well its pulse duration are kept constant and the reso-
nant energy gain is studied for the different laser polarizations. It is evident from
subplot(A-B-C), that for the same laser intensity the width as well as the height of
the energy curve increases as the polarization of pulse is changed from linear to
right circular. This implies that the cyclotron resonance can be achieved at lower
axial magnetic fields and resultant energy gain improves for cyclotron frequency
matching with the central frequency. On comparing the subplots (D-E-F) with
(A-B-C) respectively of Fig.3.9, it can be seen that the for same laser intensity
and polarization state, the resonant energy gain by the particle depends upon the
length of the laser pulse. The increase in pulse length results in the decrease of the
width of the energy spectra and increase in its height, in other words the higher
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values of axial magnetic field are required for the achieving cyclotron resonance.
For a same laser intensity, the resonant energy gain corresponding to the matching
of cyclotron frequency with the central frequency is found to be more for a longer

pulse.
Particle energy gain as a function of laser intensity
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Figure 3.10: Energy gain of the particle as a function of peak laser intensity for
different polarization states.

The scaling of resonant energy gain as function of laser intensity is described in
Fig.3.10, corresponding to different laser polarizations and cyclotron frequencies.
From the value of the fitting parameter c=1 of the fitting function, it is clear
that the resonant energy gain by the particle scales linearly with the peak laser
intensity for different the polarization corresponding to values of x — [0,1]. It
can be further inferred for the same laser intensity the energy gain improves by
varying the polarization from linear to right circular and also with the cyclotron
matching frequency, which is maximum for when cyclotron frequency matches
with laser central frequency.
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3.4 Summary And Discussion

In this chapter, the non-resonant and resonant interaction of a particle with a laser
pulse propagating along a static magnetic field has been studied analytically as
well as numerically. The non-resonant interaction results in no net transfer of en-
ergy to the particle as a laser pulse slips past the particle. The particle is displaced
along the direction of the laser propagation with no sideways displacement. For
resonant interaction the cyclotron frequency of the particle should match with the
characteristic frequency of the laser pulse spectrum.

It is evident from the results that the resonant interaction between the particle
and a finite duration laser pulse differs significantly from the results of a continu-
ous wave train previously discussed in the literature [38, 39, 32, 43]. The marked
difference between the two phenomenon can be understood in terms of the fre-
quency spectrum, which for a finite duration laser pulse has a finite resonance
width about the central maximum as compared to that of a continuous wave for
which the frequency spectrum is in the form of a delta function. In comparison
to the particle interacting with the monochromatic continuous laser, the resonant
phase locking time is found to be limited for the finite duration laser pulse. This is
so because for a finite duration laser pulse, the particle interacts with spectrum of
frequencies which lies in the resonance width, as a result the particle can remain
phase locked with the laser only for a limited period of time. It is to be noted
here that the present calculation is fundamentally different from the earlier so-
lutions derived with temporally shaped sin?(§¢) profile in Refs.[41, 42, 33]. The
analytical results derived by the authors in Refs.[41, 42, 33] are actually valid
for an infinite homogeneous plane wave with sin?(5¢) modulation; and hence the
analytical method adopted by the authors in Refs.[41, 42, 33] is not suitable for
describing some characteristics of particle motion in the combined field of a fi-
nite duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic field, such as the continuous
dependence of energy gain on “r = Q)./(wA) ”. In this work a temporally shaped
Gaussian profile has been used for calculations, which suitably takes into account
the effect of continuous spectrum of frequencies present in a finite duration laser
pulse.

It has been shown that the finite resonance width of the frequency spectrum
allows the generation of accelerated particles by suitable resonance matching of
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the particle cyclotron frequency with the laser spectrum. For a given finite du-
ration laser pulse, the resonant energy gain of the particle scales linearly with
the peak laser intensity. It is found that the slope of final energy gain with in-
put laser intensity increases with increase in the parameter “r”’; finally reaching
a maximum for “r = 1 ”. From the Fig.3.6 subplot (d), it can be shown that for
a relativistically intense laser with a wavelength ~ 1um, the particle energy can
be simply calculated as T" = 78.53 x (Ag)? x .511Mev; thus for Ay = 100, 105 the
final energy gain lies in TeV range. From the scaling of the particle energy as

function of the laser pulse length obtained from Fig.3.7, for r(X = 1), it can
be seen that the energy scales quadratically with the pulse length for the same
Ap. For a laser wavelength of the order of ~ 1um one would require a mag-
netic field of the order of ~ 100 MG for resonating with the central frequency
r(= Q./(wA) = 1). Magnetic fields of the order of ~ 100 MG and higher surviv-
ing for several pico-seconds have already been reported in simulations [116, 117]
and experiments [118, 119, 120, 121] pertaining to intense laser solid interac-
tion. The experimental idea of using high quasi-static magnetic field produced in
the laser solid interaction for Auto-Resonant laser acceleration has been discussed
in Ref.[122]. Further it has been shown that the resonant energy gain by the par-
ticle for the same laser parameters viz. pulse length and amplitude along with
the same strength of static axial magnetic field depends upon the polarization of
the laser pulse. For a positively charged particle, the energy gain is shown to be
maximum for the right circularly polarized light.

Thus in conclusion interaction of the particle with the finite duration pulse in
the presence of static axial magnetic field acts as a very efficient way of particle
acceleration in the vacuum in MeV-TeV range. To accelerate the particle to the very
high energies for short duration laser pulse one needs to have very high intensity
in the range 10??Wem ™2 or long duration pulses can be used to accelerate the
particles at lower laser intensity of the order of 10%*°Wem 2.
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3.5 Appendix

Values for different variables for y coordinate

Cos[¢E] = CS; Sin[¢E] = Sn; Erfi = Ei; Erf = E;

al = 1.0000004641733926; a2 = 1.0000006188980002;

a3 = “1.”; a4 = 0.5000009283470006;

a5 = 1.000001856694001; a6 = 6.188980001819999*"-7;

a7 = “0.707107”; a8 = “0.313329”; a9 = “2.”;

al0 = “3.”;all = “1.”;

al2 = “1.”;al3 = “1.”;

al4 = “2.”;al5 = “1.”;

al6 = “0.5”;al7 = “0.707107”;

al8 = “0.500001”;a19 = “3.”;

cl =/“1"Q - “17s%c2=(1- 52)0'5;

dl = % (a4 + 0.56*¢% + =(a5 + a4Z) + ia66(1 + E)¢ + a36%¢?) ;

d2 = 0.56%¢2 + @MHAES | @220 4 5342,

d3 = % (a4 + 0.56*¢% + E(al0 + a4E) + i6(a9 + a6Z)¢ + a38%¢?) ;

d4 = % (a4 + 0.56*¢% + =(a5 + a4Z) + ia96(1 + E)¢ + a36%¢?) ;

d5 = % (a4 + 0.56%¢% + Z(al0 + a4E) + i6(ab + a9=)¢ + a36%¢?) ;

d6 = 0.56%¢2 + ISP | i042) | o 542,

d7 = 0.582¢2 + (a11+6_a2llE‘.)2 + ia12(;+E)¢ +0.5¢2;

ds8 = 0.552 52 + (a15+5a2155)2 + z‘a2(1‘;|-E)¢ +al6 ¢2;

d9 = 0.56%€2 + EHIES | @220 | 41642,

d10 = al3 + 0.50%¢? + Z(al4 + al13Z) + id(al2 + =) + 0.56%¢?;

d10a = 42;d11 = % (al3 + 0.56¢> + =(al4 + al3E) + i6(1 + al2E)¢ + 0.562¢?) ;
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d12 = 0.56%? 4 QIESIES 4 26(L2)0 4 5342,
d13 = 0.562%¢2 Q4TS | @(4E2)6 4 5342,

d14 = % (a18 + 0.56%¢2 + S(al9 + a18Z) + i5(a9 + a6Z)¢ + a352¢?) ;
d15 = % (al8 + 0.56¢? + E(al9 + al8E) + i6(a6 + a9=)¢ + a36%¢?) ;
d16 = £(@ — i + §¢) + 22ALE2)+a1%),

d17 = galt;i)?; dis = §a15+¢sa215522 .d19 = ¢ (z + 0-5525) + ¢(ia6§1+65)+a36¢!;

d20 = 24a52424=%. 491 — L (a4 + Z(a5 + a4E) + & (0.58%¢2 + ia9(1 + E)¢ + 6 (i€ + a34?))) ;
d22 = ¢ (Z +05 625) + (al7—|—6a2l'7.5)2 + ¢(ia9(1+65)+a36¢);

d23 = £ (i +0.56%€) + a3¢?; d24 = {26250,

d25 = nﬁ(ﬂ; d26 = w; d27 = a18+E(a&129+a188).

62 )
_ a52+a4(1+22) +ia93(1+5)¢p
= 52

= 2(145) i
d28 .d29 = (1+5)(a17 212+~)+ a95¢);

d30 — 124650, 431 — _d17 — 0.562%¢2 — 220452 _ 4342,
el = a7ita7i=—a7é¢ . e2 = a7ita7i=+a78¢ . e3 = a7@Q—a7=—a7id¢ .
- é ’ - o ’ - é ’

b

__ a7@+4a7ié2t—a7=—a7ido . __ a7@+a7=—a7id¢ .
e4 = 5 ;e5 = 5

__ a7@+a7is%¢+a7=—a7idd . __ a7Q-a7Z+a7ié¢ .
e6 = - %, e7 = 20-2T=4a7its,

__ a7@—a7i6%2¢—a7=+a7idd . __ a7@+a7=+a7id¢ .
e8 = = ;€9 = 5 ;

__ a7@-—a7i6%¢+a7=+a7ido . __ aZit+a76%¢t+a7i=—a76¢ .
el0 = — ¢.e11 = L ¢,

el2 =

a7(—6%6+i(1+E5)+64)
3

Values for different variables for z coordinate

Cos[¢E] = CS; Sin[€E] = Sn;
Al =“1"A2=

2.220446049250313" — 16; A3 = 4.440892098500626" — 16;

A4 = 1.9999999999999996; A5 = 0.9999999999999996;
74



Chapter 3. Exact analysis of particle dynamics in the combined field of finite
duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic field

A6 = 0.7071067811865475; A7 = 0.9999999999999998;
A8 = “0.5”; A9 = “0.313329”;

Al10 = “0.5”;A11 = “0.57;

Al12 = 0.7071067811865474;

Al3 = “0.257;

D1 = /1”@ — “1.7x% D2 = (1@ — 1x2)*°;

j1 =1 (A6i — A68%€ + AGIE + A66) ;2 = 1 (A6i -+ A6 + AGIE — A65)) ;
j3 = 1(A12@ — A12E — A12i6¢); 4 = 1(A12@ + A12Z — A12i69);
j5 = 1(A12@ — A12E + A12i68); j6 = 1(A12@ + A12Z + A12i6¢);
j7 = 1 (A6@ + A6i6*¢ — A6E — A6idg) ;8 = 1 (A6@ + A6is>¢ + A6E — A6idg) ;
j9 = 1 (A6@ — A6i6*¢ — A6E + A6ide) ;10 = 1 (A6@ — A6i6>¢ + A6E + A6ibo) ;

j11 = 1(A12i + A12i= + A1269);j12 = 1(A12i + A12iE — A1264);

k1 = —Al — 0.56%¢2 — A2=2 + §((“0.”7@ — 1) — (“0.”@ + A3i)=)¢ — 0.562¢%;

k2 = 0.562¢2  CMNTRE A2 4 () 542
__ AB@+(1@+0.55)E . __ A10@+(A5@+A11E)E
k3 = A80+USHOSRE g — =

b

A5i=¢ . A1@+0.504¢2+A2524§(i+iE)$p+0.56% ¢
k5 = —2252.k6 = 3 52(“)¢ ¢

k7 = A8Q + 0.56¢2 + (—A5 — A115)= + §(2i + 2iZ)¢ + 0.562¢?;
k8 = A8Q + 0.56%¢2 + (A5@ — A11Z)= + 2id¢ + 0.562¢?;

k9 = A8Q + 0.56%¢% + (A5Q — A11Z)= + 2i6Z¢ + 0.562¢7;

k10 = A8Q@ + 0.56%¢2 + (—AS5 — A11E)= + 0.5624%;
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k11 = A1@ + A252 + § (i + 16%€ +iE) ¢; k12 = A1Q + 0.56*¢2 + 6(i + i) ¢;

k13 = A1Q@ + 0.56%€2 + A2E2 + (i + iE)p; k14 = AL 4 0.562¢2 4 BEHASE | A2,
k15 = 41 + 0.50%¢2 + (A1EHAS2)¢ 4 A9g2,

k16 = Al 4 0.55%¢2 + (BHALE | A9 42,

k17 = 4 +0.562¢2 4 (AIHALIR 4 A9 g2,

K18 = £((0.7@ — 1i) — i5) + 2eH(rerE),

k19 = £((“0.”@ — 1i) +iE) +
k20 = A10Q + 0.56%€2 + (—1 — 0.52)Z + §(2i + 2iZ)¢ + 0.562¢?;
k21 = £(i +45) + Al@+6(i-|;62§+i5)¢;

k22 = A10Q@ + 0.56%¢2 + (A5@ — 0.52)Z + 2id¢ + 0.56%¢?;

k23 = A10Q@ + 0.56%¢% + (A5Q — 0.52)= + 2i0=¢ + 0.562¢?;

A10+5(i+16%6+iE) ¢
52 ’

k24 = A10Q + 0.56*¢2 + (—1 — 0.52)= + 0.56%¢?;

k25 = 0.56%¢2 + 22 4 ( 542 k26 = AL ALSE,

k27 — A10@+(;;—0.5E)E; k28 — 0-55262 + —A4;2A7E ) + 0.5¢2;
) __ A8@+2i6¢+E(—AS—A11E+2i66) .

k29 = 0.562¢2 + 0.54% k30 = e+S(A 2K

K31 = A8@+:.(A5@6;A11:.+2i5¢);k32 _ A10@+2i6¢+:.§2—1—0.5:.+2i6¢);

A10@+=(A5@—0.524-2i6: Q4 (ASQ—-A11E)=
k33 = +E( 5205+ ¢),k34=A8 +(. — );

k35 = AlO@+(A§?—0.5E)E

.

b)
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Particle dynamics in a focused laser
field

The particle dynamics is numerically studied in the field of a focused con-
tinuous and finite duration laser. The slow spatial modulation in the laser
intensity has been used to model the focused laser field. The aim of the
study is to determine the optimum initial position for maximum energy
gain by the particle in a focused laser field as well as to determine the
quantitative limit for earlier reported analytical work by Kaw et.al[46].
A significant part of this work has been published ref.Sagar et.al[105].

4.1 Introduction

In chapter-2 and chapter-3, the particle dynamics has been studied in the homo-
geneous relativistically intense laser field. It has been shown in chapter-2, that
a particle interacting with homogeneous laser field is symmetrically accelerated
and decelerated by the laser field, resulting in no net transfer of energy. A scheme
of laser driven auto-resonant particle acceleration has been described in chapter-3
for accelerating the particle from rest to relativistic energies. In this scheme the
particle acceleration is achieved by subjecting it to the combined field of a laser
and static axial magnetic field. The appropriate tuning of cyclotron frequency
with the characteristic frequency results in the resonant acceleration of particle.
In this chapter, an alternate scheme of direct laser acceleration of particle in
vacuum is described, in which the particle is accelerated by subjecting it to the
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focused field of a laser. The focusing causes an asymmetry in the acceleration
and deceleration phase of the particle by a laser, which results in net transfer of
energy to the particle. This asymmetry is a resultant of the configuration of the
electric and magnetic field describing the focused laser field. The main difficulty
in the theoretical study of this scheme is the correct mathematical description of
the complex configuration of the fields arising due to the focusing of laser, which
in turn hinder’s the analytical study of the particle orbits. Thus considerable work
has been done in this area[47], for the description of the fields, which has been
subsequently used in the theoretical studies of the schemes of particle accelera-
tion.

In general, the focusing of a laser results in the focused and de-focused regions,
which are separated at a focal point. In the focused region, the strength of the
fields increases reaching maximum at the focal point, beyond which the region
is termed as de-focused region and the field strength decreases in moving away
from the focal point. The mechanism of particle acceleration by this scheme can
physically be described in a following way: at the beginning of the interaction the
particle is assumed be at rest in the focused region and gets accelerated along the
transverse direction by the electric field component of the laser. The transverse
velocity gain results in simultaneous action by the magnetic field component of
the laser and the 7 x B force pushes the particle along the propagation direction
of laser. This cycle is repeated and the particle propagates into the focused region
along the direction of the propagation of the laser. The particle moving in the
focused region is subjected to ascending gradient in electric field, which in turn
retards its forward motion and depending upon the initial conditions the particle
might get reflected back in focused region or can enter the de-focused region. This
makes the choice of initial position very important for the forward acceleration of
the particle. The particle entering into the de-focused region is subjected to the
descending gradient in the electric field, as a result the laser field is not able to
extract the energy back from the particle. This results in the net transfer of energy
to the particle along the direction of propagation of the field.

As mentioned above that the complex configuration of fields in the focused
laser field limits the analytical study of the particle dynamics. Earlier Kawet.al[46],
have analytically studied the particle dynamics in the focused laser field using one
dimensional focusing model. The slow spatial modulation of the laser intensity
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along the direction of propagation of the laser was chosen to the describe the
focused laser field and hence one dimensional model. The analytical work was

carried out in the limit that the adiabaticity parameter ¢(= [,/l, << 1) is very

1 da?
a? d(ex)

length of variation in intensity. In their study, optimum initial conditions have

small, here [,, is the particle gyration length and /,,(= |71), is the scale
been derived in terms of initial position, peak intensity and laser pulse length for
maximum energy gain by the particle. In this chapter the exact relativistic equa-
tion of motion is numerically solved to understand the dynamics of a particle in
the field of focused continuous as well as finite duration laser field. At first the
dynamics of the particle is studied in the field of a focused continuous laser, the
study is further sub-divided into a focused and de-focused regions. As described
earlier in the focused region, the laser intensity increases along the direction of
propagation and becomes maximum at the focal point, the region beyond the fo-
cal point is termed as de-focused region in which the laser intensity decreases
along the direction of propagation.

In the focused region, the particle moves along the increasing intensity gradi-
ent which retards the forward motion of the particle and as a result its gyration
length is reduced. Earlier Kaw et.al[46] had derived an analytical expression,
which describes the variation of adiabatic invariant as function of laser intensity,
which implicitly depends upon the initial position. Using the analytical expression
it was discussed that the particle dynamics depends upon the choice of initial posi-
tion of the particle in the focused laser field. Depending upon the choice of initial
conditions the particle can be reflected back into the focused region or it can stop
at the focal point with no net longitudinal energy and lastly, it might get pushed
into the de-focused region. It was further stated that the adiabaticity conditions
are very well satisfied in this region. The present numerical work is used to verify
the above specified predictions of the analytical work and hence to determine the
optimum initial position of the particle for maximum energy gain.

Next, the particle motion is examined in the de-focused region, in this region
the particle is subjected to the decreasing intensity gradient as a result the laser
field is not able to extract energy out of the particle and it gets accelerated along
the direction of laser propagation. The energy gain of the particle is expressed
in terms of the adiabatic invariant, which is studied for different values of initial
slowness parameters. The aim of the study is to determine the quantitative limit
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in terms of adiabaticity parameter ‘¢’ for the analytical energy estimate of the
particle.

Further, the particle energy gain is studied in the field of a focused finite du-
ration laser field. The numerical results are compared with the earlier derived
analytical results by Kawet.al[46]. In this study the particle energy gain is studied
as a function of the parameter “f ” and optimum initial conditions are determined
in terms of laser intensity, pulse length and focal length for maximum energy gain
by the particle.

The chapter has a following organization: In section (4.2), the exact relativis-
tic equation of motion describing the particle dynamics in the field of continuous
focused laser is numerically solved. The study is divided further into following
two subsections. In subsection (4.2.1), the dynamics of the particle is examined
in the focused region and results are compared with the earlier reported analytical
work, which is aimed to determine the optimum initial position of the particle for
maximum energy gain. In subsection (4.2.2), the particle dynamics is considered
in the de-focused region and the energy gain of the particle is studied for different
initial values of adiabaticity parameter (‘¢’). This study determines the quantita-
tive limit for the analytical adiabatic energy gain by the particle and corresponding
changes in the adiabatic invariant. In section(4.3), the particle dynamics is nu-
merically studied in the field of a focused finite duration laser field. The results
of this parametric study provides the quantitative limit of the earlier analytical
work carried out using adiabatic approximation and to optimize the particle en-
ergy gain in terms of peak laser intensity, pulse length and focal length. In section
(4.4), the summary of the work and conclusions of the work are presented.

4.2 Charged particle dynamics in the field of rela-
tivistically intense inhomogeneous linearly po-

larized plane wave

In this section, the equations of motion describing the particle dynamics in the
field of an adiabatically focused laser field which were earlier derived by Kawet.al[46]
have been re-derived. The vector potential describing the linearly polarized laser
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travelling along the 7 is given by:
A =aO(5¢)P(€)] (4.1)

where the symbols represent the following: { = (wt — kx) is the phase of the laser,
©(8¢) is pulse envelope, P;(¢) is the oscillatory part, factor §(= %) is ratio of the
laser wavelength to the pulse length, a(ex) is slowly modulated amplitude of the
pulse. From here on the following normalization have been used in this chapter:

7 kit — wt, P — m%,l“ — LB~ 4B g 9F 4, A For the focused

mwe’? mew’ me2 *

field electric and magnetic fields are given by:

—»_ DA ~ A ~ _’_ ﬁ_aAA_ 0A 0A 5

The normalized relativistic momentum and energy equation are given by,

P - P -
dl  P.E
@ (4.3)

Here I is the relativistic factor defined as,
I'=(1+P2+P}+ P

and P,, P,, P, are the four momentum components.
In the component form the equation of motion is given by,

dP, P, A  0A

o ?(—a—f + Em) (4.4)
djy o }Px)% “5)
dciz =0 (4.6)
% = —%% 4.7)

Subtracting Eq.(4.4) from Eq.(4.7) and changing the variables using § = %,(where
A =T — P,) results in the evolution equation for adiabatic invariant and trans-
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verse particle momentum,

dA e _ da(er)

P,=a—-A (4.9)
P, =C1 (4.10)

where o and C1 are exact constant of motion, corresponds to canonical momen-
tum. In this study the constant of motion C'1 = 0, which represents that there is
no motion along this direction and hence it is dropped from further calculations.

Thus the longitudinal momentum and energy of the particle can be repre-
sented as,

C1-A7 (a— A)?

P, = N + N (4.11)
1+ A% (a— A)?
[I'= oA + N (4.12)
The particle position can be obtained by solving Eq.(4.5) and Eq.(4.6),

dv 1—-A%* (a—A)?
&= aa oA (4.13)
dy (a—A)
29 1
i A (4.14)

The phase averaged slow set of equations describing the particle position as
well as the evolution of adiabatic invariant are required to study particle dynam-
ics. They can be derived by substituting for P, from Eq.(4.9) in Eq.(4.8) and
averaging the resultant equation along with Eq.(4.13) over the fast motion. The
temporal envelope of the pulse ©(J¢) is assumed to be constant over one gyration.

dA? e da?

2
_ ¢ 1
i 2den© 09 (4.15)
d<z> 1-A a? + 7(12622(6@2 (4.16)
4. AT T T oA ‘

where £, = 1— < & >.
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The Eq.(4.15) and Eq.(4.16) represent a general set of equations which are
valid for different pulse profile as well various intensity profiles representing the
focused field of a laser. The particle dynamics is first analyzed in the field of a
continuous linearly polarized focused laser.

For the continuous laser ©(0¢) = 1 and dividing Eq.(4.15) by Eq.(4.16) results
in an equation describing the variation in adiabatic constant in terms of laser

intensity,
dA? A?
— 1

da? [A2 —1—a?—a?/2] “4.17)

The general solution of the above equation for an arbitrary initial conditions is
given by:

o> a® o, ., L adt 1, 1l
- — = — 4+ (a2 = /2
A 1+2+4 [4(a +a)+16+2(a A9)] (4.18)

In the following subsection (4.2.1) and (4.2.2), the focused laser field is rep-
resented the following intensity modulation given by

1
a® = A3(1 £ ex), r<0 and - = =N x A2 (4.19)

to study the particle motion in focused and de-focused region of the focused laser
field respectively. In the above expression, F' is the focal length of the focused
region, it is normalized to the wavelength of the laser and defines a distance in
which the intensity drops from maximum to zero on either side of the focal point;
Ay is the peak laser amplitude at the focal point of the laser. The proportional-
ity between the laser intensity and focal length for the adiabatic description of
the focusing model is a resultant of the fact that the particle displacement for
a homogeneous case is proportional to intensity. Thus choosing large value of
proportionality factor ‘N’ could represent the adiabatic focusing of laser.

4.2.1 Particle dynamics in a focused laser field

In this subsection, the particle dynamics is studied in the focused region of a con-
tinuous laser, in which the laser intensity (or the electric field) increases along the
direction of propagation and reaching maximum at the focal point. The gradient
in the laser intensity in this region retards the forward propagation of the parti-
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cle and as a result the dynamics depends upon the choice of initial position. The
EqQ.(4.18) describes the variation of adiabatic invariant with the laser intensity
which in turn depends upon the initial particle position and in this equation ‘a’
is the initial laser amplitude seen by the particle. Earlier interesting observation
were made by Kaw et.al[46] using the expression (2" (a® +a?) + % +1(a® — A2)) in
the bracket of the Eq.(4.18). For the case when the value of terms in the bracket
is greater than zero, the particle propagates along the direction of the laser into
the de-focused region. The details of particle dynamics in the de-focused region
are described in the following subsection. For the second case, when the value
of the terms in the expression is equal to zero, all the energy of the particle gets
converted into the transverse motion. As a result, the particle stops at the focal
point and keeps gyrating there, leading to no net energy transfer to the particle.
For the case when the value of the expression is less than zero, the value of adi-
abatic invariant becomes complex, which signifies that particle cannot go further
in space and gets reflected back into the focused region.

In this work, the relativistic equation of motion Eq.(4.2), is numerically solved
using the linear intensity modulation described by the Eq.(4.19) and the above
conditions have been verified. In the following figures, the results corresponding
to the third case are illustrated for different initial conditions.

The particle trajectory and the evolution of the adiabatic invariant are shown
in Fig.(4.1), which corresponds to the initial condition that particle is initially at
rest and injected into the laser at the zero of vector potential such that the constant
of motion corresponding to the transverse motion takes the value o« = 0. It can be
seen from the figure, that for a choice of particular parameters the particle gets
reflected from the focal point and the numerical value of adiabatic invariant is as
per the analytical relation.

84



Chapter 4. Particle dynamics in a focused laser field

Trajectory plot of Reflection ao=5 N=10, CO:O a=3.674239

e « w VWW{W\U‘\m,, T
i

Figure 4.1: Particle is at initially at rest and starts interacting with the wave when
its vector potential is zero.
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Trajectory plot of Reflection ag=5,N=5,{;=90,a=2.07135
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Figure 4.2: Particle is at initially at rest and starts interacting with the wave when
its vector potential is maximum.
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The Fig.(4.2), describes the particle trajectory and the evolution of the adia-
batic invariant. The particle dynamics corresponds to the initial condition that
the particle is at rest before the onset of the interaction and is injected into the
laser at phase corresponding to the maximum of the vector potential. For this
initial condition, the constant of motion associated with the transverse particle
motion is given by @ = a. It can be seen from the figure that for a choice of the
parameter, the particle gets reflected from the focal point of the laser. The numer-
ically obtained value of the adiabatic invariant is in accordance with the analytical
results.

The above numerical results verifies the earlier predictions reported in the
analytical work by Kawet.al[46] and gives a range of initial particle positions cor-
responding to different parameters for the forward acceleration of a particle. In
this region, it can be seen the gyration length of the particle decreases as the
particle moves into a region of higher intensity and the corresponding change in
laser intensity over a gyration is very small as a result the adiabatic conditions are
very well satisfied in this region. It has been further argued in ref.[46], that for
a particle to have a maximum energy gain, it should be placed at a point which
corresponds to maximum of the intensity and has minimum initial value of the
adiabatic invariant. From the expression (4.18) it is evident that the focal point is
the optimum initial position for a particle initially at rest and subjected to the zero
of laser vector potential. The initial conditions a = Ay and « = 0, corresponds to
the minimum initial value of the adiabatic invariant given by A = 1.

4.2.2 Adiabatic acceleration of charged particle

In this subsection, the particle dynamics is studied in the de-focused region of the
laser. This work is aimed to quantitatively study the effect of change in adiabatic-
ity (or slowness) parameter on the particle dynamics in an adiabatically focused
laser field, which in turn can be used to determine the limit of the analytical
work. In this problem slowness parameter “e(= [,/l,,)” is defined in terms of ratio
of particle gyration length (/,), to scale length of variation in the laser intensity
(U (= a%d‘;gf |71)) over one gyration. In the following figures, the results ob-
tained by numerically solving the exact relativistic equation of motion Eq.(4.2)

are plotted, which describes the particle trajectory, momentum, final energy and
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the variation in the adiabatic invariant. The numerically obtained exact evolution
of the adiabatic invariant is compared with the phase averaged adiabatic invariant
obtained by solving average set of equations given by Eq.(4.15) and Eq.(4.16).

In figure(4.3), the particle dynamics is described in the de-focused region of
the focused laser. From the subplots, it can be seen that the particle gains net
forward energy along the direction of propagation of the laser in the de-focused
region. This energy gain is result of the descending(or negative) gradient in the
laser intensity (or electric field) seen by the particle, due to which the laser is
not able to extract all the energy back from the particle. The energy gain along
the direction of propagation leads to the increase in the gyration length of the
particle, which in turn causes an increase in the value of adiabaticity parameter
“e”. The increase in the value of “¢” causes the deviation between the exact and
averaged values of the adiabatic invariant.
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Figure 4.3: Plot for particle trajectory in configuration space, momentum space,
total energy and adiabatic invariant for a focused laser pulse for N=20

It can be seen from the figure(4.4), that the rate of variation of the adiabaticity
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parameter “e(= [,/l,,)” depends upon its initial value. The increase in initial value
of the adiabaticity parameter enhances its rate of evolution by increasing the gyra-
tion length and decreasing the scale length of intensity variation. As result there
is greater deviation between the exact numerical and phase averaged values of
the adiabatic invariant. It is further to be noticed from the figure that the pulse
particle interaction can terminate at any point between the gyration and hence
would in principle would require the information of the fast phase for improving
the adiabatic description of the particle dynamics.
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Figure 4.4: Plot for particle trajectory in configuration space, momentum space,
total energy and adiabatic invariant for a focused laser pulse for N=10

From figure(4.5), it can been seen that the further increase in the initial value
can make the adiabaticity parameter approach unity. At this stage the gyration
length of the particle becomes greater than the scale length of the intensity varia-
tion, which in turn causes a vast difference in the numerical and phase averaged
values of the adiabatic invariant. As the adiabaticity parameter attains a value of
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unity there is a complete breakdown of the adiabatic equations and the process
can be termed as non-adiabatic.

Trajectory Plot for N=7 a5=10 Energy Plot

> -
e N S S O S
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 0 1 2 3
X g
Momentum Space
U 1-]
N 0.9 .
- 0.8 .
0.7 .
a~ - 0.6 1
< o5 N
§ 04 |- -
. 0.3 —
DN 02 - .
0 | T T T T I = 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 1 O‘I - ‘ -
109-8-7-6-5-4-32-10123 45678910 4 S YR
0 0.20.4060.8 1 1.21.41.61.8 2 2.22.4

Py

e

Figure 4.5: Plot for particle trajectory in configuration space, momentum space,
total energy and adiabatic invariant for a focused laser pulse for N=7

In figure(4.6), the numerical and analytical energy gain by the particle is plot-
ted along with corresponding adiabatic invariant as function of the focal length
(or intensity F' = N x a?) for the same initial slowness parameter. The value of
final energy gain by the particle is given by Eq.(4.11), which depends upon the
adiabatic invariant and laser vector potential only. The final numerical and phase
averaged value of adiabatic invariant is determined at a point where the intensity
drops to zero and marks the end of laser particle interaction. From the figure it
can be seen that for an initially slow process, there is very good match between
the numerical and phase averaged adiabatic energy gain by the particle. It is to be
noted that even though the difference in the exact numerical and phase averaged
value of adiabatic invariant is small, the corresponding variation in the energy
gain is very large.
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Particle Energy Gain In Adiabaticaly Focused Laser Field
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Figure 4.6: Particle energy gain I'/mc? and adiabatic invariant in an adiabatically
focused laser field as function of focal length F.

4.3 Particle acceleration in focused finite duration

laser pulse

The study of particle dynamics in a focused field of a continuous laser in the last
section gave a considerable physical insight into the mechanism of direct laser
acceleration. However the study of particle motion in a continuous focused laser
is an ideal case, a more realistic case is thus considered as per the previous ana-
lytical work by Kaw et.al[46] using a finite duration laser pulse. The linear spatial
modulation in the laser intensity is used to describe the focused laser field, which
is similar to the one used in the last section by Eq.(4.19). The variation in the
laser intensity is defined by a* = 0 f(F' + ), for z < 0, where A3 = § fF is the peak
laser intensity, f is an external parameter and F' is the focal length in which the
intensity drops to zero in distance of F'/\ wavelengths on either side of the focus.
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In the earlier analytically work Kaw et al.[46] have studied the final energy gain
by analytically solving the phase averaged equations Eq.(4.15) and Eq.(4.16). In
their work, the authors have used ©(6¢) = sech(d6€) to define the temporal en-
velope of the pulse, the particle was assumed to be at rest before the arrival of
laser pulse and placed very close to focus. The final energy gain of the particle
is measured at the point where the laser intensity drops to zero and is given by
' ~ 1/(24A,,) where A,, refers to the minimum value of A at that point. In the
present work, the exact relativistic equation of motion given Eq.(4.2) is solved
using the same set of assumptions and temporal profile for the pulse as described

above.
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Figure 4.7: Plot for energy gain by the particle in the laser field as function of
parameter f at different laser intensities A% and 1/0.

In the Fig(4.7), the resultant final energy gain by the particle is plotted as
a function of parameter “f(= %)”. These results are obtained by solving the
exact equation of motion numerically using Runge-Kutta method. In this study

the length of the laser pulse (1/6) and peak laser intensity (A3) are kept constant.
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Figure 4.8: Plot for particle energy gain as function of 1/ at different laser inten-
sities A2 for fixed value of parameter f.

In Fig(4.8), the exact numerical results described in Fig(4.7), are compared
with the resultant energy gain corresponding the phase average equations given
by Eq.(4.15) and Eq.(4.16). These results corresponds to the same peak laser
intensity (A2) and different pulse lengths (1/6). On comparing the results in the
different subplots it can be seen that, the numerical and analytical results have
a very good matching the in the region f < 1 and f =~ 1, however the results
diverge significantly in the region f > 1. It can further be seen from the figure,
that the disagreement starts early with decrease in the length of the pulse. As per
the earlier analytical work, the results of numerical study can be divided in the
following three different parameter regimes, f < 1, f ~ 1 and f > 1, which gives
further physical insight into the mechanism of particle acceleration described.
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Figure 4.9: Plot for particle energy gain as function of f for the region f < 1.

In region 1, corresponding f < 1, the resultant final energy gain by the particle

obtained on solving the exact equation of motion for different peak laser intensi-

ties is presented in Fig(4.9). It can be seen from the subplots, that the resultant

final energy gain by a particle depends only upon parameter f and is independent

of the laser intensity. The parametric dependence of the final energy gain by the

particle on parameter f is established and is specified by the value of variable

“c” shown in the figure. The results are in accordance with the analytical pre-

dictions given in the Kaw et al. ref.[46] and shown in Fig(4.8). In this regime,

even though the adiabatic condition is very well satisfied and described by earlier

analytical adiabatic approximations specified in ref.[46], yet it is not suitable for

forward energy gain.
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Figure 4.10: Plot of particle energy gain as a function of laser intensity A2, in the
region f ~ 1 for fixed value of 1/6.

For region 2, corresponding to f ~ 1, the results of simulation are given in
Fig(4.10). These results are aimed to study the dependence of resultant energy
gain by a particle on peak laser intensity (A32) and laser pulse length (1/6) keeping
the value of parameter f(= %) constant. From the figure, it can be seen that the
resultant final energy gain by the particle depends upon the peak laser intensity
(A2) and is independent of pulse length (1/4). Using a fitting function the depen-
dence of energy gain on laser amplitude is established and shown along with the
values of the fitting parameters. From the value of parameter “c”, it can be seen
that final energy of the particle in this regime increases approximately as Ag/ % of
the laser amplitude. Thus it can be concluded that in the regime f ~ 1, the resul-
tant particle energy gain improves with the laser intensity and is independent of
pulse length. These results are in good qualitative as well as quantitative match
with the previous predictions of the analytical work ref.[46].
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Figure 4.11: Plot for particle energy gain as function of 1/§ at different laser
intensities A, for fixed value of parameter f.

For region 3, corresponding to f > 1, a parametric study is carried out to
establish the dependence of resultant final energy gain by the particle on the peak
laser intensity (A2), pulse length (1/4) and parameter f(= %). In Fig.(4.11), the
dependence of the particle energy gain on laser the pulse length (1/6) is described
for different laser intensities (A2), by keeping the value of parameter f constant.
From the results it is evident that the regime can be further sub-divided into a
region Ay < 8 and Ay > 8. In region A, < 8, the energy gain by particle is nearly
independent of pulse length (1/§), but depends only upon the laser intensity. For
Ap > 8, the energy gain particle depends upon the pulse length (1/§) as well as
on the peak laser intensity A3.

96



Chapter 4. Particle dynamics in a focused laser field

4.4 Summary

The major findings of the study of particle dynamics in the focused laser field are
summarized in this section. In this chapter, the particle dynamics is studied in
the focused field of a continuous and finite duration laser to gain insight into the
physical mechanism of direct laser acceleration. A slow linear spatial modulation
in the laser intensity along the direction of propagation is used to describe the
focused laser field. The exact relativistic equation of motion is numerically solved
describing the particle dynamics in the focused continuous laser and results are
used to study the particle motion in the focused and de-focused region. The nu-
merical results are compared with the earlier analytical work by Kaw et.al[46]
and it is shown that in the focused region, the particle dynamics depends upon
the choice of the initial position which can subsequently result in reflection, stop-
ping and acceleration of the particle. For a particle initially at rest and subjected
to the zero of the laser vector potential, it shown that focal point is the optimum
initial position for maximum energy gain. In this study, the parameter for the adia-
batic (or slowness) process is given by “¢” and is defined as the ratio of the particle
gyration length to the scale length of variation in the laser intensity over one gyra-
tion. It is further shown that in the focused region, the particle is subjected to the
ascending acceleration gradient as a result its forward motion is retarded which in
turn decreases its gyration length. Thus the adiabaticity parameter remains very
small and the adiabatic conditions are very well satisfied in this region.

Next, the particle dynamics is studied in the de-focused region and the results
the of the numerical study are used to determine the quantitative limit of the
earlier analytical adiabatic work. In this region the particle gains energy along
the direction of propagation of the particle and hence the gyration length of the
particle increases in each subsequent gyration which leads to the evolution of the
adiabaticity parameter. It is shown that the particle dynamics depends upon the
initial choice of slowness parameter and increases rapidly when the initial value
is large. The increase in the value of adiabaticity parameter causes the deviation
between the exact numerical and phase averaged analytical estimates of the par-
ticle energy gain which is expressed in terms of adiabatic invariant. It is further
shown that the for larger initial adiabaticity parameter the laser particle interac-
tion can terminate at an arbitrary laser phase and thus making the information of
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the phase important for final energy estimation.

This study is extended to a more realistic case of finite duration laser pulse. A
detailed numerical work is carried out to determine the optimum initial condition
in terms of peak laser intensity (A2), pulse length (1/6) and focal length (F") for
maximum energy gain by the particle. The findings of the numerical work are
compared with the earlier analytical work. In this work the resultant final energy
gain of the particle is studied as a function of parameter “f(= ?—ﬁ)”, which is de-
fined as the ratio of the product of peak laser intensity and the pulse length to
the focal length of the focused laser field. It is shown that the numerical and an-
alytical results agree in the parametric region f < 1. However there is significant
difference in the numerical and analytical results in the parametric region f > 1.
These results can not be described by the earlier analytical work and thus a higher
order adiabatic theory is required for understanding the deviation in the resultant
energy gain as well as for analytical estimation of the numerical results.
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Adiabatic formulation for charged
particle dynamics in an

inhomogeneous electromagnetic field

In this chapter a higher ordered adiabatic theory is derived using the
Lie-transform perturbation method for studying the particle dynamics in
an inhomogeneous field of relativistically intense laser field. The newly
derived theory is used for the analytical estimation of the numerically
obtained particle energy gain. The contents of this chapter have been
published in ref. Sagar et.al[105].

5.1 Introduction

In chapter-2, the particle dynamics has been studied in the field of a homogeneous
laser field. It has been shown that for a particle interacting with a homogeneous
laser field, the dynamics is associated with the three constants of motion. These
constants of motion correspond to symmetries associated with the independence
of the Hamiltonian with respect to the two transverse coordinates and to the lon-
gitudinal coordinate ‘X’ and the time ‘t’ except through the combination ¢t —x. From
Hamiltonian dynamics and Livouville’s integrability theorem [43, 96, 97, 98, 104]
it is known that a Hamiltonian describing a system with 'n’ degrees of freedom is
completely integrable if, 'n’ invariants are present to characterize a solution of its
'2n’ equations of motion. Thus it is an integrable problem with dynamical vari-
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ables expressed in terms of constants of motion and laser vector potential only.
However no net energy is transfered to the particle at the end of laser particle
interaction.

In the previous chapter, a scheme of direct particle acceleration in vacuum has
been studied in which the particle is subjected to the focused laser field. The slow
spatial modulation in the laser intensity along the direction of propagation of the
laser has been used to model the focused laser field. It has been shown that the
focusing causes an inhomogeneity in the laser field, which results in the loss of
one of the above specified three constants of motion. This makes the problem non-
integrable and the dynamical variables cannot be described in terms of constants
of motion and vector potential only as was possible previously.

In the earlier analytical work, Kaw et.al[46] have shown that for a slow spatial
variation, the particle energy gain can be determined adiabatically. The slowness

has been defined as, a ratio of the particle gyration length (/,) to the scale length

1 da? |—1
a? d(ex)

ticle dynamics to remain adiabatic, the value of adiabatic parameter should be

of inhomogeneity (I,,(= )) and is given by ‘e(= [,/l,)’. Thus for a par-
much smaller than one (¢ << 1). However from the results of comprehensive
numerical study carried out in the previous chapter, it has been found that the
earlier theory is unable to account for energy gain by the particle in the param-
eter regime f(= ?—ﬁ) > 1, which corresponds to the tight focusing of laser and
the symbols have following meaning, A? is the peak laser intensity, (6 = (\/L))
ratio of the fundamental laser wavelength to length of pulse, F' is the focal length.
Thus an improved adiabatic theory is required for physical understanding of the
mechanism and to analytically account for the numerical results.

In this chapter, a higher order adiabatic theory is derived using the Lie trans-
formation perturbation method which is based upon the Hamiltonian dynam-
ics and canonical transformations. In this method a canonical transformation
[94, 95, 97, 98, 104]from the lab variables to new phase averaged variables is
carried out which simplifies the form of Hamiltonian. The new phase averaged
variables are expressed in terms of lab variables as an asymptotic series in the
powers of adiabaticity parameter. In this method carrying out a transformation
from lab variables to phase averaged variables is equivalent to averaging over
fast motion. The generators for such a transformation are derived and expressed

in terms of Poisson brackets which are invariant under canonical transformation
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and this makes the whole formalism canonically invariant. The problem is sim-
plified on transforming from lab variables to phase averaged variables. Finally
the problem is solved by evolving the new phase averaged variables and subse-
quently carrying out an inverse transformation from the phase averaged variables
to the lab variables. The variables as previously stated are expressed in the form
of an asymptotic series in the powers of the adiabaticity parameter. In this work
the adiabatic invariant has been derived up to second order of the adiabaticity pa-
rameter, which suitably takes into account the contribution of the fast dynamics to
second order of adiabaticity parameter. It has been shown that the earlier work by
Kawet.al[46], corresponds to the first order of the present work. However it is to
be pointed out that in the earlier work there was no inverse transformation from
phase averaged variables to lab variables i.e, contribution from the fast dynamics
was not taken into account.

The newly derived higher order adiabatic theory has been used for the analyti-
cal estimation of the numerically obtained energy gain by particle. The numerical
results have been obtained using one-dimensional focusing model in which the
laser intensity has a linear spatial modulation along the direction of propagation
of the laser.

The chapter is organized in the following way: in section (5.2), particle dy-
namics is studied in the homogeneous field of finite duration laser using using
Hamiltonian dynamics and canonical transformations. In section (5.3), particle
dynamics is studied in the field of an inhomogeneous laser field using Hamiltonian
dynamics and canonical transformations. In subsection (5.3.1), higher orders of
adiabatic invariance are derived using method of Lie-transformation perturbation
method. In section (5.4), the analytical estimates of the particle energy gain in
the focused laser field are compared with the numerical results. In section (5.5),
contains a brief summary of the topic.
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5.2 Hamiltonian approach to charged particle dy-

namics

5.2.1 Homogeneous laser field:

The dimensionless Hamiltonian describing the motion of a charged particle placed
in a linearly polarized finite duration laser pulse is given by,

H(7, B) = \/1+ P2+ (P, — A(t - 2))* + P2 (5.1)

with the following normalizations H — H/mc*, P,,, — P,,./mc, and 4y —
eAg/mc®,t — wt,r — kr. The vector potential of the laser pulse is chosen to be
A(F 1) = Agp(wt — k), where ¢(wt — k) = O(8(wt — kx))P(wt — kz), P is the
oscillatory part, © is the pulse shaping factor with § = 2 << 1. As coordinates
'y/ and 'z’ are cyclic, therefore the corresponding conjugate canonical momentum
components (o) and P, are constants. This gives the 'y’ component of particle
momentum as

py=a— Al —x) (5.2)

In the present geometry the particle dynamics is confined in = — y plane only and
there is no motion along = direction, hence it is removed from the calculations
hereinafter. On canonically transforming the old Hamiltonian to the new Hamil-
tonian using a type II generating function [43, 98] defined as,

Fy=(t—x)P,. (5.3)

The transformation equation for the Hamiltonian is,

! F !
H:H+%:H+Px (5.4)

with the transformed Hamiltonian H' given by,

H = \[1+ ()2 + (P, — A)? + P, (5.5)
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and under canonical transformation the variables transform as,

R : O

p=22
ox

= (t— ). (5.6)

Since H' does not explicitly depend upon time, it is a third constant of motion and
is denoted by A. In terms of old coordinates, it can be written

where P, is the canonical momentum, p, is the particle momentum and I' (the
total energy of the particle) is the value of the Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.1).
Using Eq.(5.1), Eq.(5.2) and Eq.(5.7), particle momentum and position can now
be written in terms of constants of motion and vector potential as

— A? — A(6))? ‘P,
P, — 1 2 (o 2A(€)) T =z + /§0 e (5.8)
¢ (a—A())
L= (a—A —yot [ 2Ty (5.9)
py = (a — A(§)) Y=o /go A £

The above set of expressions, Eq.(5.8) and Eq.(5.9) describes the particle dynam-
ics in the field of homogeneous laser. The position and momentum of the particle
has been expressed in terms of constants of motion and vector potential only.

5.3 Inhomogeneous laser field:

In this section, the particle dynamics is studied in an inhomogeneous laser field
which is due to slow spatial variation of laser intensity along the direction of prop-
agation of laser pulse. In the presence of inhomogeneity, the vector potential of
the laser pulse is given by A(7, ¢, ex) = a(ex) P(6(t—x))O(t — x)j, where as defined
earlier, the slowness parameter e is the ratio of particle gyration length to the scale
length of intensity variation. For the sake of generality the functional form of laser
amplitude a(ex), has been kept arbitrary. The dimensionless Hamiltonian is given

by,

H(7, P) = \/1+ P2+ (P, — Alex, (t - x))°. (5.10)
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The Hamiltonian is cyclic in 'y co-ordinate, hence the conjugate canonical mo-

mentum is conserved and is expressed as,
py + Alex, (t — 2)) = a. (5.11)

Using the type II generating function[104] for canonical transformation, which is
defined by
Fy = (t —x)Je + 2, (5.12)

the transformed Hamiltonian is given by

H' (€. Je Pren. Jy) = \J1+ (—Je + 1,02 4+ (P — Alen,€)? + e (5.13)

Hamiltonian H' is cyclic in /¢ and thus is a constant of motion given by A'.
Under canonical transformation the variables transform as

6F2 6F12
p=C2 g, =902
gr =TT §= 55

OF,
= — . = — = . .1
(t—=x); n a7, x (5.14)

The corresponding Hamilton’s equations may be expressed as

% _ 3821 _ _%3(04 - gléﬂlaf)y (5.15)
- )

% _ aa[:;[ :_%3(04 g:)en,ﬁ)) (5.16)

T

% _ gfz _ —J€F+ ) (5.18)

On expressing the new Hamiltonian in terms of old coordinates by substituting the
value of J; from Eq.(5.14), J, is obtained from Eq.(5.16), Eq.(5.17) and Eq.(5.18)

as,
B o — A(en, £))?
J, = —/[ AT e (5.19)
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In terms of the old coordinates, the Hamiltonian is expressed as,

H=A- 6/[8(a2_AgEZi3§)) d¢ (5.20)

Thus in the presence of an inhomogeneity the previously defined A is no longer
an exact constant of motion. However in the adiabatic approximation i.e, ¢ << 1,
A is an adiabatic invariant and the particle dynamics can be studied adiabatically.
The particle position and momentum can be described in terms of the laser vec-
tor potential, the constant of motion « and the adiabatic invariant as was done
previously for the homogeneous case. In the present problem, the adiabatic in-
variant evolves and its evolution is obtained by solving the following Hamilton’s
equations,

OH' 1 d(a— A)

A= _(’3—5 B EZA J(ex) (5-21)
. OH' 1 O(a— A)?
$= OA bt 6/ 2A%  O(ex) dt (5.22)

corresponding to the Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.20) and along with the particle
position. In the present form, the above equation cannot be solved due to the pres-
ence of both slow and fast variables. The solution can be obtained by transforming
the Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.20) into a simpler form and solving the problem

in terms of the new coordinates and carrying out an inverse transformations.

5.3.1 Lie transformation perturbation method

In this subsection, the use of Lie transformation perturbation method is described
which utilizes the Deprit perturbation series [99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104] for
solving the Eq.(5.21) and Eq.(5.22) describing the evolution of the adiabatic in-
variant. To begin with the Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.20) is transformed from
the present set of lab variables into phase averaged slow variables, in terms of
which the new Hamiltonian is simplified. The derivation of such a generators of
the transformation from lab variables to phase averaged variables and vice-versa
is described below. These phase averaged variables are evolved using the phase
averaged Hamiltonian and the solutions in terms of lab variables are obtained by
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carrying out an inverse transformation. The transformations derived are in the
orders of adiabaticity parameter ¢ and in the present work are derived till second
order of adiabaticity parameter. The method described here is general and can
be extended to higher orders. The summary of basic aspects of Lie-transforms
essential for the present work along with Deprit perturbation series is given in
Appendix.

As per the theory of Lie transform, the evolution operator 7" can be represented
by T = exp(—L), where Lf = [w, f] represents its operation upon any function
f(X,t) with [, ] denoting the Poisson brackets and function w(X) is the Lie gener-
ator. The inverse evolution operator 7! is given by 7! = exp(L). For the second
order adiabatic theory the Lie generators to second order are expressed as,

W = Wig + €Wy + €ws (5.23)

where w; and w, are first and second order Lie generators.

The explicit calculations are presented for deriving the generator of canoni-
cal transformation to second order. As a starting point for the calculations we
consider the Hamiltonian derived in section II (5.20) for driving these generators,

;o Ia — A(ex, €)?
H _A—e/[ T lde (5.24)

In the present case O(5¢) = sech(d§), P(§) = sin(§) and for simplicity set

a = 0.

Zeroth — order: In zeroth order the perturbation equation is given by
Hy=Hy=A (5.25)

FirstOrder: First order correction to second order in adiabaticity parameter
(¢?): The Hamiltonian corresponding to fast motion is given by,

w1 = Wio + €Wy (5.26)
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Using the first order perturbation equation,

% —|— LlHo — (Hl - Hl) (5-27)

As there is no explicit dependence on time the first term on the left hand side
is zero. Hence re-writing the equation with Hy = A = I' — p, . Substituting the
value of transformed unperturbed Hamiltonian H, from Eq.(5.7) in the following
equation and solving with A and (¢ — =) as independent variables,

(8w108H0_8w108H0) 6(8w118H0_8w118H0) €(3w10 8H0_8w10 8H0
96 A OA ¢ 96 A 9N ot “9(ex) Op,  Opy O(ex)

) = (H10+€H11—H1)
(5.28)

Separating in the powers of ¢ as

wio . +/a/a@(5£)2d§ B / a' a©(0€)2cos(2€)d¢

o€ 2A 2A
Owiy 5 Owigp
=H
oc T e

These equations can be solved by removing the secular part by equating it
to arbitrary constant /,, and setting it to zero. In the absence of second order
secular term in the Hamiltonian the arbitrary constant H,; = 0 is set equal to
zero. While considering fast motion for § << 1 one can write

a/a®(5§)2tzos(2£)d§ ~ a/a®(5£)2 sin(2€)
f 2A ~ o 2A 2

, this results in,

_ a'a®(6€)% cos(28)  (a? +a"a)O(0€)? sin(2€)

H = FIQ + GHl (530)

_ a' a©(6€)%d¢

H=A—- | —=2L > 31
=
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Second — Order: For second order in the e for the fast Hamiltonian w, the
perturbation equation is given by,

0 _ _
% + LoH, = 2(Hy — Ho) — Ly [Hy + H] (5.32)

second order require only wy = wy , for the present case H, = (. Re-writing the
above equation,

[wao, Ho] = 2Hy — [wyo, (Hy + Hy)]
re-writing it we have,

H I Hi+H Hi+H
(8w20 OHy Awag O 0)) — 2H20 - (811}10 O(H1+H1) __ Owig O(H1+ 1))

96 OA  OA o¢ D€ BN A dE

on calculating various terms of the Poisson of the brackets gives,

8(21:{1 + {Hl}) . a/a@2(5§)

o =—9A cos(2€)
Ot + (1)) _ IE WO s daOE o

Here the terms inside the curly bracket signify fast terms and on substituting the
various terms,

w I da 20(56)* a/a®2 [ . a/a®2 6&)d
88—520 = 2Hy — ( iGAg 3 + 4A( 3] SZTL(Q{) f A(Q £§)d¢

The secular term can be removed by equating it to arbitrary constant

Thus second order generator is given as,

a,CL 2 a/a 2 CLICL 2 4 .
Wop = — ?A(‘%)cos(%) i GXZ&) de 4 ! 26&(5@ sin(2€)

The generators of the canonical transformation to second order are given by,

wio = %cos(%) wyy = e(a i Ci;CKGQ((Sg)sin(Qf)
"a®?(o 'a@?(5€)d "a)?04(s
Wy = _GCLCLTA(OC()S%/ aa A(2 §)dg + (e aiGA?’( $) sin(2€) (5.33)
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On substituting the various terms, the Lie generator to second order in the adia-
baticity parameter takes the following form

= G e + G in(ae) - T e
'a@2(5¢)d¢ "a)?04(6¢))
/ - A(2 L a)16A§ Dain(20) (539

The transformation of the lab variables to the slow phase averaged variables is
obtained by the operation of the evolution operator T, which to second order in e
is given by

>
I
~

A

A =T)yA+TIA+T,A

€2 €2

e[wio, A] — €[wyy, A] + §[w10, [wy, A]] — 5[1020, Al (5.35)

1 1
A— LA+ §L§A — §L2A

>
I

By computing and substituting the values of Poisson brackets, it is expressed as

! 2 2 " 2 2
A=A+ e%sm(%) — ¢ (a”+ aSaA)@ (%) cos(26) — €
" \204 ! 2 ! 2
(@ 22(23(55) s “2 A<5§) sin(2€) / aaS (ot)de A(f A (5.36)
Similarly the phase ¢ is transformed as
2 2
§ =&~ cfwno, €] = A & + Flwio, [wio,€]) — wao. ] (5.37)

By computing the various Poisson brackets and substituting them gives the
required series for averaged phase,
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E=¢— e%cos(%) — ¢ (a” + %2)2@2(5&) sin(2€) + 62%8271(45)
+ 62(7a al(zzgg)cos@f) / ¢ a@l(;%)dg + 3(a ?222;1(55) sin(2€)) (5.38)

Thus the lab variables are canonically transformed to new phase averaged vari-
ables which is equivalent to performing average over fast variables up to second
order in e. The above derived asymptotic series are not convergent and are valid
in the limit ¢ << 1. With the increase in the value of adiabaticity parameter e,
the adiabatic condition becomes harder to satisfy and hence requires higher order
terms of the series to improve it. The series becomes fully divergent when the adi-
abaticity parameter approaches the limit ¢ ~ 1. These calculations are accurate
up to an order of ("), where n is the order of invariance calculation and for the
present study restricted up to n = 2.

The transformed phase averaged Hamiltonian to the second order in adiabatic-
ity parameter in terms of phase averaged variables is given by,

H = Hy+eHyg+ Hy + 2 Hy (5.39)

where H,, H; and H, are unperturbed Hamiltonians, all computed till second
order in e. The various terms have been derived above and are given by,

_ _ _ "a©2(5€) —
Hy= A Hw:e/aaT(g)dg
= - (da)*e'(5)
Hll — 0 H2 — W

On substituting various terms the new transformed phase averaged Hamilto-
nian is expressed as,

- a'a®?(6¢) . ,(d'a)?0%(5¢)

The variables (A, £) are evolved using the Hamilton’s equations correspond-
ing to the averaged Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.40). The particle position for
the averaged case is obtained from A, as described earlier for the homogeneous
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case. The inverse transformation from the phase averaged variables to lab vari-
ables is carried out using inverse evolution operator 7!. The inverse evolution
operator 7! is expressed in terms of the Lie operator as asymptotic series in .
It is important to mention that, the Lie-transformation involves an operation on
the functions, rather than the variables. The arguments of the functions are just
dummy variables and hence variables in the Lie generator can be simply replaced
by averaged variables. The operation of the inverse evolution operator 71 is
given by

A=T"'A
A=Ty'A+T A+ T, PA

_ _ 1 _ 1 _

A= At eluno, A+, A+ Sl o, A+ Sl A (54D
This leads to
A=A— eia,aj?;((%) sin(28) + ¢ (a® + ng)@Q((SO cos(28) — 62—@/&;(21(55) +
) o eE P
62%55%@71(2@ / %(fgmg (5.42)
Similarly the expression for inversion of variable ¢ is given by
_ _ 2 2 _
£ =&+ elwo, &] + Ewi, ] + 7 [wio, [wio, €]} + 5 fwao. €] (5.43)
By substituting the value of the Poisson brackets, one obtains
E=E4 e%ms(%) _ela?t f(;g)z@z(ég) sin(28) + EQ%SZ'H(Zlf)
- 62(7"/“12255) cos(28) / “/“@Zf@dg + 3(“/?222; ) i 28)) (5.44)
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The above derived expressions lab variables obtained carrying inverse transforma-
tion expressing lab variables in terms of the slow variables. This is equivalent to
Hamilton’s equations of motion corresponding to Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.21)
and Eq.(5.22) to an accuracy of ¢2. Thus the adiabatic theory takes into account
the effect of fast variation on particle motion in the presence of an inhomogeneity
in the laser field.

5.4 Acceleration of charged particle in vacuum by

relativistically intense finite duration laser pulse

In this section, the above derived adiabatic theory is used to compare the analyt-
ical estimate of the particle energy gain with numerical results described in the
previous chapter for a focused laser field. The numerical results have been ob-
tained by solving the exact equation of motion for particle subjected to a focused
laser field. A linear spatial intensity modulation along the direction of propaga-
tion of laser has been used to describe the focused laser. The energy gain has
been studied as a function of parameter f(= ?—ﬁ), which as previously defined, is
a ratio of product of peak laser intensity(A2) and pulse length (1/4) to the focal
length (F). The final energy gain of the particle is measured at the point where
the intensity of the laser drops to zero, which corresponds to the minimum value
of variable A and thus the energy gain can be given by I' ~ (1 + A?)/2A. It has
been shown in the previous chapter that earlier analytical work by Kaw et.al is
unable to account for numerically obtained particle energy gain in the parameter
region f > 1and f —1 > 0.

In this work, the effect of fast variations has been taken into account in describ-
ing the lab variables (A, £) to first order, by retaining the corresponding terms in
the expression Eq.(5.42) and Eq.(5.44). The evolution of the phase averaged vari-
ables (A, €) in terms of which the lab variables have been described in Eq.(5.42)
and Eq.(5.44) are governed by Hamilton's equation corresponding to the phase
averaged Hamiltonian given by Eq.(5.40). The earlier analytical work does not
take into the account contribution from the fast dynamics and hence corresponds
to the zeroth order of the present work. In the following figures Fig.(5.1) and
Fig.(5.2) the final numerical energy gain by the particle has been compared with
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analytical results as a function of parameter “f” for fixed laser pulse lengths at dif-
ferent intensities and vice-versa. The final energy gain by the particle as function
of the laser intensity in the region f > 1 and f — 1 > 0 has been described in the
Fig.(5.3). The aim of this parametric study is to determine the optimum values of
pulse length and laser intensity for adiabatic estimation of particle energy.
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Figure 5.1: Numerically obtained final energy gain of the particle is compared
with analytical results. The parametric study is for the final energy gain of the
particle as function of variable “f”, at different peak laser intensities A2 for a fixed
pulse length of laser(1/6).

In Fig(5.1), the numerical results of the parametric study are plotted to depict
the dependence of final energy gain by the particle on parameter “f” for different
laser intensities and at same values of parameter delta (6(= A/L)). On comparing
the analytical and numerical results it can be seen that, their is smooth depen-
dence of final particle energy gain on parameter “f” at lower intensities and for
f <1, which is as per the predictions of zeroth order theory. However comparing
the analytical results with the numerical results in the subplots (a-b-c-d) of above
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figure, it can be seen that, their is difference in the zeroth order analytical and
numerical results in the regime f > 1, which increases further with the laser in-
tensity. The difference in the numerical and zeroth order adiabatic results can be
attributed to the fast quiver motion, which becomes significant in the forward en-
ergy gain due to the increase in gyration length of the particle. The results of first
order in terms of parameter “c” are found to give better estimates to the numeri-
cal results. Thus it can be inferred that the inclusion of the fast dynamics which
suitably takes into account the information of phase results in improved analytical
energy estimates by providing information about the point of termination of pulse

particle interaction.
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Figure 5.2: Numerically obtained final energy gain of the particle is compared
with analytical results. The parametric study is for the final energy gain of the
particle as function of variable f, for different pulse lengths 1/4, keeping the peak
laser intensity fixed.

In Fig(5.2), the dependence on energy gain on parameter “f” has been plotted
for different delta (1/§) values by keeping the laser intensity A2 constant. The
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following observations can be made from the above figure; on comparing the nu-
merical and analytical results, it is evident that for a given laser intensity, their
is no significant improvement in the final energy gain of particle by changing the
pulse length (1/6). In (f — 1) > 0 and f > 1 regime, the zeroth order analyti-
cal results are unable to give the numerical estimate of the particle energy gain
for different pulse lengths. The matching between the analytical and numerical
results improve on taking the first order corrections into account. The analytical
estimation for first order adiabatic theory is better for the longer pulse(1/6»1) as
compared to shorter pulse. Thus it can be summarized that the results improve
on taking the first order corrections into account and the analytical results have
better agreement with the numerics for longer pulses, which have smaller initial
value of adiabaticity parameter (e).
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Figure 5.3: Parametric study for particle energy gain as a function of peak laser
intensity A2, at different values of f and fixed value pulse length(1/9).

In Fig.(5.3), the final energy gain of the particle is studied as function of laser

intensity A2 for a given value of the parameters f and §. It is evident from the
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results that the energy gain depends upon the laser intensity and there is a regime
in which the energy gain increases linearly with laser intensity. For the linear
regime the energy gain for a given laser intensity is higher for larger values of
parameter f. In subplot (5.3b), the initial energy gain scales as ~ (f — 1)A3/f?
which is in close agreement with the previous results Kaw et al. [46]. On further
increasing the laser intensity the gain no longer remains linear. By comparing the
subplots(a,b,c,d) in Fig.(5.3), it is evident that for higher values of f, the disagree-
ment between the analytical prediction and exact numerical results begins at the
lower values of intensity A3. This is so because with increase in the value of f, the
scale length of intensity variation reduces as result ¢ ~ 1. Thus the adiabatic con-
dition becomes harder to satisfy and the gain cannot be predicted using adiabatic
theory.

5.5 Summary And Conclusions

Particle motion has been studied in the inhomogeneous laser field utilizing the
canonical transformation and the method of Lie transform. An adiabatic formal-
ism is developed for studying the effect of slow and gradual perturbation of the
particle motion in the laser field. It is used to construct and calculate higher order
approximations of adiabatic invariants for the near-integrable Hamiltonian sys-
tem. For a slow variation in the laser intensity which corresponds to ¢ << 1, the
particle dynamics is associated with an adiabatic invariant. The dynamical vari-
ables i.e, particle position and momentum, are described by one of the constants
of motion and the adiabatic invariant. It is found that for the present problem the
adiabatic invariant evolves and the Hamilton’s equation describing its evolution
cannot be solved exactly in the given form. The evolution is obtained by trans-
forming the old variables to the new variables in terms of which the Hamiltonian
takes a simple form. By solving the corresponding Hamilton’s equations and car-
rying out an inverse transformation, the evolution of the adiabatic invariant is
found.

The transformations are carried out by using the Lie-generator which are de-
rived and represented in the form of an asymptotic series of Poisson brackets in
the powers of adiabaticity parameter e¢. The representation in terms of the Poisson
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brackets makes the transformations generated by these operators canonical. The
method described here is general and can be extended for the calculation of higher
orders. The new set of phase averaged slow variables are derived by the operation
of forward Lie-operator T and are in the form an asymptotic series in powers of
the adiabatic parameter in terms of old co-ordinates. These series describing the
transformed variables are non-convergent, requires higher orders of ¢, which fully
diverge in the limit ¢ ~ 1. In terms of these phase averaged variables the form
of the Hamiltonian is simplified and thus the Hamilton’s equations are simpler to
solve. The inverse transformation are derived using the inverse Lie-operator 7!
transforming the phase average variables to the lab variables. The evolution of
the new phase averaged variable and the application of inverse transformation
gives the desired solution.

Further, the adiabatic theory is used to estimate the energy gain of the particle
in the field of focused finite duration pulse. It is shown that such an acceleration
scheme can be used to generate electrons in the MeV range. The theoretical pre-
dictions on the basis of newly formulated adiabatic theory are in good agreement
with the results obtained by solving the exact equation of motion. It is shown
that in a process of continuous energy gain the gyration length can become of the
order of scale length of intensity variation. This corresponds to a non-adiabatic
limit (i.e [, ~ [, is € = 1), beyond which the energy gain is non-adiabatic and can
not be estimated by adiabatic theory.
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Particle acceleration by cyclotron
Auto-Resonance with a focused finite
duration laser pulse

In this chapter a new scheme is described for accelerating the charged
particle in vacuum. In this scheme the particle is subjected to the combined
field of a focused finite duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic
field.

6.1 Introduction

The previous chapters from (3-5) of the thesis have been devoted to the compre-
hensive theoretical study of different schemes of particle acceleration in vacuum.
These studies provide deeper physical insight into the underlying mechanisms of
the corresponding schemes, which in turn helps in further improving the existing
schemes as well as in devising the newer schemes for particle acceleration.

In this context chapter-3, has been devoted to the theoretical study of auto-
resonant scheme of particle acceleration in vacuum using a homogeneous finite
duration laser pulse. In the auto-resonant acceleration scheme the particle is sub-
jected simultaneously to the combined field of laser as well as static axial mag-
netic field and the particle acceleration is achieved as a result of self sustained
resonance between laser frequency and cyclotron frequency. The condition for
the self sustained resonance is given by w — ko = %, where (). is the cyclotron
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frequency, I is the relativistic factor and “w” is the laser frequency. For a finite
duration laser pulse, it is well known that the frequency spectrum has a contin-
uum in the Fourier space and the width of the spectra is inversely proportional
to the length of the laser pulse. Thus for a given finite duration laser pulse with
a fixed amplitude, particle with variable energies can be generated by tuning the
cyclotron frequency of the particle with a characteristic frequency in the spectrum

of the pulse. The energy spectra of the particle has a finite width and is shown to

0
wA

of motion associated with particle dynamics in homogeneous laser field. The res-

be continuous in parameter “r(= =%)”, where A(=I' — P,) is one of the constant
onant time of interaction between the particle and laser is found to be finite. It
has been shown from the study[45], that the resonant energy gain by the particle
can be optimized in terms of laser intensity (A2), length of the laser pulse (1/6)
and cyclotron frequency (£2.) of the particle. The optimization can be done in a
following way: In order for a particle to gain desired amount of energy it has to
be accelerated which can be done by using an ultra intense very short duration
laser pulse of large spectral width; this reduces the requirement of the static axial
magnetic field. Alternatively, same energy gain can be achieved using a less in-
tense but a long duration laser pulse which has the cyclotron resonant frequency
of the order of central frequency. This increases the requirement of the static axial
magnetic field which needs to be of the order of laser field.

An alternate scheme of direct particle acceleration has been described in chapte
4[46] and chapter-5[105], in this scheme the particle is subjected directly to the
focused field of a laser. A slow spatial modulation in the laser intensity along the
direction of its propagation is used to model the focused laser field. The particle
is accelerated as a result of asymmetry in the electro-magnetic fields of a laser
caused due to its focusing. In the focused laser field the intensity (or the fields)
is strongest near the focus and decreases in moving away from it on the either
side. The particle acceleration takes place in the de-focused region, in which the
particle is initially accelerated along the electric field component of the laser near
the focus and as result of 7 x B force, it is pushed away from the focus; far from
the focus, the electric field of laser is weak and thus is not able to extract the
energy back from the particle. As result the net energy is transfered to the par-
ticle along the direction of propagation of the laser. In this study, the optimum
conditions resulting in the maximum energy gain are obtained in terms of initial

-
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position and parameter “f(= %)”, defined in terms of peak laser intensity(A2),
pulse length (1/§)and focal length of the particle(#’). It has been shown that in
order to maximize the energy gain the particle should initially be placed at the
focus and the parameter “f” should be given by “f > 1”.

In this chapter a new scheme is described for accelerating the charged particle
in vacuum, this scheme is based upon the above described schemes of particle
acceleration. In this scheme the particle is subjected to the combined field of a
focused finite duration laser pulse and homogeneous static axial magnetic field.
The focused field of a laser pulse is described by a slow spatial variation in laser
intensity along the direction of pulse propagation. The study is intended to un-
derstand the dynamics of a particle in such an arrangement and to determine its
effect on the resultant energy gain by the particle. It is further to be explored
that whether the new schemes can be optimized in terms of various parameters
such as pulse length(1/6), peak laser intensity(A3), parameter “f” and static axial
magnetic field (or initial cyclotron frequency) to maximize the energy gain by the
particle.

The organization of the chapter is the following: In section(6.2), the relativis-
tic equation of motion is described which governs the motion of the particle in
the combined field of a focused laser field and static axial magnetic field. The
constants of motion associated with the particle dynamics are derived from the
equation of motion. Section(6.3), contains the results obtained by numerically
solving the equation of motion. Section(6.4) contains the summary of the work
and conclusions of the work.

6.2 Particle Dynamics In Combined Field Of Focused
Laser Pulse And Static Axial Magnetic Field

A linearly polarized focused finite duration laser pulse traveling along z direction
in the presence of a constant homogeneous axial magnetic field can be described
by following vector potential,

(6.1)

i- (A(a)@(é@m@ - B“) g+ 5o

2 2
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where the symbols represents the following: ¢ = (wt — kz) is the phase of the
laser, ©(6¢) = e:cp(—@) is pulse envelope, P;(¢) is the oscillatory part, factor
(= 2) is ratio of the laser wavelength to the pulse length, By is the magnitude of
the external magnetic field.The focused field of the laser can be described by slow
spatial variation in the laser intensity which is given by,

A?(ex) = Ffo(1 + %) for z < 0;

The peak laser intensity is given by A2 = F f§ at the focal point.
The electric and magnetic fields corresponding to the above described vector
potential of the laser are defined as,
104 o

The variables can be expressed in the dimensionless form by using the following
normalizations: 7 — kit — wt,P — LT — L g 8 g af 4 _,

mec2? mwe’ mew’
eA 9] qBo
— .
me27 "¢ mew

The normalized relativistic momentum and energy equation are given by,

iP . P L

— =F+ = B+Q .
— = [E+ T x (B+ )] (6.3)
dl'  P.E

&S T ©-4)

Here T is the relativistic factor defined as,
U= (1+ P+ P + P2

and P,, P,, P, are the four momentum components. On re-writing the equations
in component form,
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(G S Eewon©) 6.5)
dcgy o - P,) 88/? . PZFQC 6.6)
d;zz _ _PyFQc 6.7)
% _ _%aﬁ_f? (6.8)

On expressing the above equations Eq.(6.5) to Eq.(6.8) in terms of laser phase ¢
and using £ = A(= I'—P,), components of particle momentum takes the following

form,

P,=a; — A, + 2Q, (6.9)
P, = as — 9y, (6.10)

where «; and a», are constants of motion which correspond to the conservation of
transverse canonical momenta. It is shown above, that in the presence of a slow
spatial variation in laser intensity along the direction of propagation, the particle
dynamics is associated with two constants of motion.

The longitudinal component of the particle’'s momentum and its energy are

given by,
1—-A? P+ P2
Pp=——+ ym (6.11)
1+A? Pr+P?
I = ;A + ym - (6.12)

The position of the particle can be obtained solving the following equations,

dr P,
dy &
& A (6.14)
dz P,
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On subtracting the Eq-(6.5) and Eq-(6.8), it can be seen that in the presence of
an inhomogeneity in a laser field, the variable “A” is no longer an exact constant
of motion. However, it has been shown earlier in chapters ‘4’ and ‘5’ of the thesis,
that for a slow spatial variation the variable “A” acts as an adiabatic invariant and
its evolution is described by the following equation,

dA P, 0A(ex)
i~ T Oex)

O(3(£)) A (6)- (6.16)

The above derived equation (6.16) for an adiabatic invariant depends upon
the longitudinal position of a particle. The expression for the longitudinal par-
ticle position can be derived using Eq-(6.11) and Eq-(6.13). The coupled set of
differential equations describing the evolution of an adiabatic invariant and cor-
responding the longitudinal particle position expressed in terms of variable ‘¢’ are
given by,

2
o — 2, eie)me (6.17)
de  1-A? y +2
de —  2A? Y

(6.18)

In the above expression 3 and z', are the derivatives of the particle position
w.r.t to variable ‘¢’ and it is evident from these expressions, that the longitudinal
particle position depends upon the transverse co-ordinates. The evolution of the
particle along the transverse co-ordinates can be derived by using Eq-(6.9) and Eq-
(6.10) representing the transverse particle position. As result of the axial magnetic
field, the particle carries out a cyclotron motion in the transverse plane and is
described by a set following coupled differential equations,

it =2 1

@ YT T A ae (6.19)

d*z ar A,

RV N (6:20)
where r(ex) = .

The above described equations Eq-(6.19) and Eq-(6.20) for the cyclotron mo-
tion of a particle in turn depends upon the adiabatic invariant. Therefore solution
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of Eq-(6.17 to 6.20) is required to determine the complete particle dynamics in the
combined field of a focused finite duration laser pulse and static axial magnetic
field. The unmagnetized motion of the particle described earlier in chapter four
of thesis, corresponds to setting variable “r = 0”, which reduces the set of four
differential equations to a set of two differential equations for particle position
and adiabatic invariant.

It is evident from the above equations, that the analytical work described in
chapter ‘4’ for the evolution of an adiabatic invariant using a slow set of equa-
tions can not be carried out for the present set of equations. This difficulty arises
because of the complicated expressions resulting from the solutions of equations
Eq-(6.19) and Eg-(6.20) which cannot be simply segregated into the slow and
fast motion. However, it is worthwhile to examine these equations closely, as the
equations Eq-(6.17 to 6.20) provides a physical insight into the mechanism of par-
ticle acceleration. It can be seen that in the typical case of forward acceleration
i.e particle moving the de-focused laser field, the value of adiabatic invariant “A”
decreases. The decrease in the value of variable “A” results in the initial energy
gain by the particle from the focused laser field which in turn changes the ratio “r
”. This increase in the value of variable “r ” leads to the matching of the particle
cyclotron frequency with a characteristic frequency in the laser spectra. Thus the
initial energy gain by the particle drives the non-resonant particle to resonance
with the laser field and the combined action of laser focusing and axial magnetic
field increases the efficiency of this scheme for accelerating the particles.

As pointed out above the complicated structure of the transverse co-ordinates
limits the adiabatic analytical analysis of the problem. Thus in the present work
the exact relativistic equation of motion given by Eq-(6.3) is numerically solved
and results of the parametric study has been presented in the next section.

6.3 Numerical Results

This section contains the results of the parametric study obtained by numerically
solving the exact equation of motion using R-K(Runge-Kutta) method for a particle
subjected to the combined field of a focused finite duration laser pulse and static
axial magnetic field.The study is intended to determine the simultaneous effect
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of focusing and axial magnetic field on the particle dynamics, which can be used
for optimizing the parameters to maximize the energy gain. In this work a slow
linear spatial modulation in the laser intensity along the direction of propagation
is used to describe the focused laser field. In this numerical study the particle is
initially placed at the focal point which corresponds to the optimized position for
maximum energy gain by the particle. The particle is assumed to be at rest before
the onset of the interaction and it interacts with rising edge of the laser pulse. In
this study the laser intensity as well as pulse length are kept constant.

In order to understand the simultaneous effect of the laser focusing and axial
magnetic field, the study has been carried out in two parts. In the first part the
particle energy gain is studied as a function of the focusing parameter “f(= %)”
for different cyclotron frequencies of the particle. The aim of study is to determine
the effect of the axial magnetic field on the energy gain by the particle in a focused
laser field. The results of this study provides a detailed information of the focusing
parameters for maximum energy gain by the particle.

In the second part the optimum values of the focusing parameter ‘f’ obtained
in the first part are used for studying the particle energy gain as function of the
cyclotron frequency of the particle. This study is aimed to determine the effect
of laser focusing on the energy gain by the particle in the lower cyclotron fre-
quency (or low axial magnetic field) range, which lies outside the characteristic
frequency spectrum of the laser pulse. In this study the final energy gain by the
particle is studied as the function of cyclotron frequency for different values of
focusing parameter. The results of above two studies are combined to determine
the optimum parameters in terms of focused laser field (“f”) and static axial mag-
netic field (€2.). These results have been used further to optimize the conditions
for maximum energy gain by the particle.

The results of numerical study, describing the resonant energy gained by the
particle as function of parameter “f” are described in Fig(6.1). These results are
obtained by keeping laser parameters (viz. peak laser intensity and pulse length)
constant and varying the strength of static axial magnetic field. The resultant en-
ergy gain by the particle in the field of a focused laser pulse are compared with
an un-magnetized case described in subplot-a of the figure, in which the energy
gain begins at the values of parameter f/ > 1. The results of energy gain by
the particle by focused laser field in the presence of an axial magnetic field are
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subplots-(b-c-d-e-f) and in these subplots the strength of axial magnetic field in-
creases in going from subplot(b-f). From the results, it is evident that the particle
energy gain improves on increasing the strength of axial magnetic field(or initial
cyclotron frequency). The other important observation can be made from these
results are that the energy gain of the particle can be significantly increased for
a given value of parameter “f” by increasing the applied axial magnetic field and
the energy gain starts at lower values of parameter “f”.

Effect of magnetic Field On the Final Energy Gain
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Figure 6.1: Resonant energy gain by the particle as a function of focusing param-
eter “f”

The next part of the study given in Fig(6.2), it is aimed at exploring the de-
pendence of particle energy gain as function of the cyclotron frequency for fixed
focusing parameters. In this study the laser parameters i.e, the intensity as well as
pulse length are again kept constant. The energy gain by the particle is obtained
as function of cyclotron frequency at different values of parameter ‘f’. It is evident
from the plot, that as a result of focusing the energy gain by the particle starts at
the lower cyclotron frequencies. On comparing the results, it is further shown
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that the resonant energy gain by the particle depends upon the parameter ‘f’ and
for higher values of variable ‘f ’, the energy gain extends for very low cyclotron
frequencies. Thus it can be inferred that initial energy gained by the particle as a
result of tight focusing improves the energy gain as well as leads to the significant
lowering the value of applied axial magnetic field.

Energy Gain of the Particle As Function Of Q_/w (Parameters: Ay=10 1/5=90)
80 T . T
ot e b ]
el i il Hllllii il s
B0 1
b S S—

Energy Gain I/mc?

Figure 6.2: Resonant energy gain by the particle as a function of the initial cy-
clotron frequency of the particle €. for fixed value of focusing parameter

From the above results, it can be concluded that the particle gains energy in the
parameter limit f > 1 of the focused laser pulse which can be further improved
to one order higher and using static axial magnetic field one order lower than the
magnetic field of the laser. In the last part of the simulation, the scaling of particle
energy gain with the laser intensity is shown in the Fig(6.3). The energy gain
is obtained for the cyclotron frequency much smaller than the central frequency
and by varying the values of parameter “f”. The fitting function along with the
parameters is shown in the figure. It is evident from the values of fitting parameter
(c1-c2-c3-c4) in the figure, that the energy gain by the particle scales linearly with
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the peak laser intensity of the laser pulse.

Particle Energy Gain As Function Of Peak Laser Intensity
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Figure 6.3: The resonant energy gain by the particle as function of laser intensity
at different values of the focusing parameter “/”

6.4 Summary and Discussion

A new scheme based upon the auto-resonant acceleration scheme and direct laser
scheme is presented in this chapter. In this scheme the particle is subjected to the
combined field of a focused finite duration laser pulse. The dynamics of the par-
ticle in this configuration is studied by solving the relativistic equation of motion
numerically. The parametric study is aimed to determine the optimum conditions
for maximum energy gain by the particle. The study is carried in two steps at
first the effect of magnetic field is studied on the particle dynamics in the focused
laser pulse. It has been shown that the energy gain by the particle improves sig-
nificantly with the increase in the value of axial magnetic field. On increasing
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the value of the axial magnetic field the energy gain begins at lower values of
the parameter “f”. These results provide the optimum focusing conditions in the
presence of the magnetic field for the maximum energy gain of the particle. This
study is used to determine the dependence of the resonant energy gain by the par-
ticle as function of cyclotron frequency. It has been shown that the for the value
of parameter f > 1, the energy spectra of the particle as function of the initial
cyclotron frequency is significantly broadened and as a result the energy gain is
significantly improved at the lower values of the initial cyclotron frequency. These
results are used to further optimize the energy gain by the particle.

The above numerical results can be understood by analyzing the equations
describing the cyclotron motion of the particle together with equation of the evo-
lution of the adiabatic invariant. It can be seen from these equations that this
mechanism acts as a two step process in which the initially non-resonant particles
i.e whose cyclotron frequency lies outside the characteristic frequency spectrum
of the laser pulse, are accelerated by the focused laser field. The initial energy
gain by the particle in the focused laser field drives the particle to the cyclotron
resonance with the laser pulse. The combined effect of the two step results in
large acceleration of particles.

In this process, as stated above the initial energy gained by the particle re-
duces the magnitude of laser intensity and axial magnetic field value required for
particle acceleration as compared to un-focused case. This overall reduction in
required laser intensity and axial magnetic field makes this scheme an efficient
mechanism for accelerating the charged particle to large energies.
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This chapter contains the summary and major conclusions of the work
reported in the various chapters. The outline of the future works has also
been described at the end of the chapter.

7.1 Summary and Conclusions

The laser driven acceleration of a charged particle in vacuum has been a topic of
great interest, which provides a compact as well as cheaper alternative to con-
ventional accelerators. A number of theoretical studies on the topic have been
reported spanning over several decades and the recent impetus to the topic is due
to the advent of CPA technique, which has led to the availability of high powered
table top lasers for the experimental realization of these schemes. The motion
of a particle in these lasers become relativistic within one laser period and thus
requires a deeper insight into the mechanism of fundamental interaction between
the laser and particle in vacuum. This understanding of the interaction forms the
basis for devising various schemes of particle acceleration in vacuum. This thesis
is devoted to the theoretical study of laser driven acceleration of charged particle
in vacuum. In this thesis, following two schemes of particle acceleration namely:
“Laser Driven Auto Resonant Acceleration” and “Direct acceleration of particle by
focused laser fields” have been studied both analytically as well as numerically.
From different studies, it is found that these schemes have relatively higher rates
of acceleration compared to other the schemes. It has been further shown that,
these two schemes can be easily combined to enhance the efficiency of acceler-
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ation process. The chapter wise summary of the work and main conclusions are
given below.

In chapter two, the physical aspects of particle dynamics in the field of a rel-
ativistically intense homogeneous, continuous as well as pulsed laser are stud-
ied by solving the exact relativistic equation of motion and also the correspond-
ing Hamilton-Jacobi equation, which encompasses the review of several previous
works on the topic. The motion of charged particle in a relativistically intense laser
field is a fully integrable problem due to the presence of three exact constants of
motion corresponding to its three degrees of freedom. The exact analytical ex-
pressions for the dynamical variables viz. position, momentum as well as energy
are expressed in terms of constants of motion and vector potential only. Further, a
set of exact expressions for the dynamical variables in the field of a finite duration
laser pulse has been reported for the first time corresponding to the Gaussian
and Sech shaped temporal envelopes, which gives unambiguous comparison be-
tween numerical and analytical results.The exact analytical expressions derived
for a continuous laser have been used to study the particle dynamics in the ‘av-
erage rest’ and ‘Lorentz boosted’ frame of reference, which further improves the
understanding of the particle dynamics. From the analytical and numerical study
it has been shown that, in the continuous laser, the interaction of charged particle
with a relativistically intense laser does not result in the net transfer of energy
from the laser to the particle. The particle gets displaced along the direction of
propagation of laser and the displacement of a particle found to be proportional
to the laser intensity. The results are even valid for a finite duration laser pulse
which includes the light pressure effects, due to which the particle is symmetri-
cally accelerated in the rising front of the pulse and symmetrically decelerated in
the trailing edge in a process getting displaced along the direction of propagation.

In chapter three, the particle dynamics has been analytically and numerically
studied for the first time using a Gaussian shaped temporal envelope in the com-
bined field of a finite duration laser and static axial magnetic field. This interaction
forms the basis for laser driven auto-resonant scheme of charged particle accel-
eration in vacuum. The renewed interest in this scheme is due to the availability
of high powered lasers as well as experimental generation of ultra high quasi-
static magnetic fields of the order of hundreds of mega-gauss, some of which
survives for duration much longer than the laser pulse particle interaction time.
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In this scheme, the initial laser particle resonance is itself sustained due to the pre-
cise cancellation of two relativistic effects associated with the particle dynamics
namely:“relativistic mass effect ” and “relativistic Doppler effect”. The “relativistic
mass effect” is caused due to the particle acceleration along the electric field com-
ponent of the laser, which results in the lowering of its cyclotron frequency and
the “relativistic Doppler effect” caused by the magnetic field of the laser along the
direction of its propagation, as result of which the wave frequency as seen by the
particle is lower than the actual frequency. Due to the cancellation of these two
relativistic effects, the particle gets phase locked in the quasi-electrostatic field of
a laser, which causes its continuous acceleration.

In contrast to the mechanism described above using a continuous monochro-
matic laser which has single frequency, the particle in the field of a finite duration
laser pulse interacts with spectrum of frequencies and can be accelerated by the
tuning its cyclotron frequency with the characteristic laser frequency in the spec-
tra. It has been shown that the choice of Gaussian envelope gives unambiguous
comparison between the analytical and numerical work in contrast to the earlier
used Sin? envelope. From the study it has been shown that, the energy gain by
the particle typically using a laser with wavelength 1 ~ um is given by I' = 78.58 x
A? x .511Mev which can be optimized to lies in Mev-Tev range for an input peak
laser amplitude in the range (A, ~ 1, 10%), pulse duration(1/d§ ~ 5,90) and applied
magnetic field in the range(~ 100M ). In the optimization process, the particles
of given energy can either be generated using short duration(1/§ ~ 5, 10), higher
powered lasers(10%2Wem~2) with lesser axial magnetic fields(~ 70, 80M G) than
that of laser or using lesser intense(102°WWcm~2), longer laser pulses(1/ ~ 80, 90)
with higher axial magnetic field(~ 100/ G) of the order of laser field. It has been
further shown that for a given laser parameter viz, intensity, pulse length along
with external axial magnetic field, the energy gain for a positively charged parti-
cle can be enhanced by changing the polarization of the laser. The energy gain
is found to be maximum for the right circularly polarized laser field, which is ap-
proximately double than that for a plane polarized laser field and minimum for
the left circularly polarized laser.

In chapter four, an another scheme has been described for accelerating the
charged particle in vacuum by subjecting it directly to the focused laser field. The
net transfer of energy from the laser to the particle in this scheme is due to an
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asymmetry in the acceleration and deceleration phase of the focused laser field.
The electric as well as magnetic fields describing the focused laser grows stronger
as one approaches the focus and grows weaker in moving away from the focal
point. A considerable work has been done in this area, for the description of the
fields, which has been subsequently used in the theoretical studies of the particle
acceleration in the focused laser field. The main difficulty in the theoretical study
of this scheme is the correct mathematical description of the complex configura-
tion of the fields arising due to the focusing of laser, which in turn hinder’s the an-
alytical study of the particle orbits. Thus a simplified one dimensional model has
been used to theoretically i.e. numerically as well as analytically study the particle
dynamics in the focused laser field. In this study, optimum initial conditions for
maximum energy gain by the particle are determined in terms of initial position,
intensity and focal length using both continuous as well as finite duration laser
field. From the results obtained by numerically solving the exact relativistic equa-
tion of motion and comparing them with the analytical results, it has been shown
that the focal point is the optimum initial position for maximum energy gain. It
has been further shown, that the energy gain by a particle increases linearly with
the peak laser intensity, which can be analytically estimated in the adiabatic limit
(e(= zl_i) << 1), where [,, is the particle gyration length and [,, is the scale length
of variation of inhomogeneity. For a finite duration laser, the particle energy gain
has been studied as a function of parameter f(= %) and it has been found that
such an acceleration scheme using a laser with wavelength of the order of approx.
(~ 1pum) and having corresponding peak intensity in the range 10'® — 102 ¢cm 2
of duration 1/§ ~ [30,120] cycles can be used to generate electrons in the MeV
range. On comparing the numerical results with the analytical results, it has been
found that in the region corresponding to (f > 1), the earlier derived adiabatic
calculations does not provide the correct estimates of the energy gained by a par-
ticle. Hence an improved analytical theory is required to account for the energy
gain by a particle.

In chapter five, a higher ordered adiabatic theory has been derived to study
the motion of a charged particle in an inhomogeneous field of a relativistically
intense laser field. The inhomogeneity in the laser field is due to slow spatial
variation in laser intensity along the direction of propagation of the laser, which
is a characteristic of focused and de-focused laser field. It has been shown that
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in the presence of such an inhomogeneity, the particle dynamics is devoid of one
of the constants of motion associated with the symmetry of the particle dynamics
in the one of the co-ordinates along the direction of propagation of laser(z) and
time(?). As a result, the dynamical variables viz. position, momentum and energy
cannot be expressed in terms of constants of motion as was possible for homoge-
neous case. In the thesis, it has been shown that for a slow perturbation which
corresponds to (e(= f—i) << 1), the particle dynamics can be studied adiabatically
by expressing the dynamical variables in terms of an adiabatic invariant and con-
stants of motion. The higher orders of the invariance have been calculated using
the method of Lie-transformation perturbation and canonical transformations in
the powers of adiabaticity parameter(e). Further, the adiabatic theory has been
used to estimate the energy gain of the particle in the field of a focused finite
duration pulse. The theoretical predictions on the basis of newly formulated adi-
abatic theory are shown to be in good agreement with the results obtained by
solving the exact equation of motion numerically. It has been found that in a
process of continuous energy gain the gyration length can become of the order
of scale length of intensity variation. This corresponds to a non-adiabatic limit
(i.e e(= f'—fl) ~ 1), beyond which the energy gain is non-adiabatic and can not be
estimated by adiabatic theory.

In chapter six, a new scheme has been described for accelerating the charged
particle in vacuum, this scheme is based upon the earlier described “laser driven
auto resonant acceleration” and “acceleration by focused laser field” schemes of
particle acceleration. From the study of above mentioned schemes it has been
concluded that a particle with a desired final energy using a laser driven auto-
resonant acceleration scheme can be obtained in the following two ways: a) us-
ing lesser intense, long duration laser pulse with an axial magnetic field of the
order of laser magnetic field or b)using short duration, ultra intense laser pulse
with lower axial magnetic field. In the second acceleration scheme, in which the
particle is subjected directly to a focused laser field, it has been shown that, the
energy gain is maximum for a particle initially placed close to the focus and in
the parameter regime (f(= %)) > 1) and (f — 1) significantly greater than zero.
These results have motivated for devising a scheme to further increase the effi-
ciency of acceleration process and simultaneous reduction in the requirement of
laser power as well as the axial magnetic field.
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Thus in this scheme, the particle is subjected to a combined field of a focused
finite duration laser pulse and homogeneous static axial magnetic field by assum-
ing the particle to be initially at rest and placed closed to focal point. As earlier,
a slow linear spatial modulation in the laser intensity along the direction of prop-
agation has been chosen to describe the focused field. To understand as well as
to optimize the acceleration scheme the study has been carried out in two steps
at first, the effect of magnetic field has been studied on the particle dynamics
in the focused field of laser pulse. It has been shown that the energy gain im-
proves significantly with the increase in the value of axial magnetic field. Further,
the energy gain begins at lower values of “f” with the increase in the value of
the axial magnetic field. These results provide the optimum focusing conditions
in the presence of the magnetic field for the maximum energy gain of the parti-
cle. In the second step, the energy gain of the particle is studied as a function
of initial cyclotron frequency for values of “f > 1” and it has been shown that
for fixed laser intensity, the energy gain for the magnetized case is greater than
that of the un-magnetized case, which further improves with increase in the value
of parameter “f”. Thus from these studies, it has been concluded that the com-
bined effect focusing and magnetic field improves the efficiency of the scheme by
increasing the energy gain as well as simultaneously reducing the requirement
of peak laser intensity and axial magnetic field. The improved efficiency of the
scheme is caused due to the initial energy gained by the particle from the focused
field, which drives the initially non-resonant particle to the cyclotron resonance
as a result, it gets further accelerated and thus improving the overall energy gain.

7.2 Future Directions

The results presented in this thesis illustrate several interesting physical phenom-
ena and provide a basis for further investigations as direct extensions to this work.
In this regard, some open problems are suggested below which can be addressed
in the future.

1. From the study of particle acceleration schemes described in the thesis, it
has been shown that in these schemes the resultant energy gain by the par-
ticle can be very large. The velocity of the particle corresponding to such
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a large energy gain lies very close to the speed of light and at such a large
velocities, the effect of self-force arising due to the radiation reaction can
become important, which has been neglected in the present studies. How-
ever it is well known from the studies ref.[123, 124, 125] that, the correct
mathematical description of the self-force at such a large velocities has been
a topic of intense research in the classical electrodynamics. Thus it would be
interesting to understand structure of the self-force arising due to radiation
reaction and study its effect on the dynamics of a particle.

. In the thesis, the study has been carried out using a single particle ap-
proach which represents an ideal situation corresponding to physical con-
dition “2 << 1, where w, is the plasma frequency and w is the laser fre-
quency. It would be interesting to determine the limit of such an analysis for
application to multi-particle systems in which the inter particle interactions
can become significant and has its effect on the dynamics of the particle.
Also one would like to study the particle dynamics taking into account the
background effects arising due to the medium.

. In this thesis, the particle acceleration in a focused laser field has been ana-
lytically studied using a simplified one dimensional focusing model. To this,
an improvement can be carried out in the following two ways: Firstly, one
would like to explore the feasibility of extending these analytical calculations
to determine the energy gain of the particle with an improved model of fo-
cusing. Secondly, the another area of investigation as mentioned previously,
in the thesis is the understanding and determining of the exact structure of
electric and magnetic fields near the focus. This description is important for
improving the understanding of the dynamics as well as in optimizing the
conditions of maximum energy gain by the particle.

. The other interesting area which can be looked upon, is analytical study of
particle acceleration with chirped laser fields. In this scheme the frequency
of the laser is varied in such a way that the particle remains in the acceler-
ating phase of the laser and thus resulting in large energy gain.
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Lie transform Perturbation Method

A.1 Lie Transformation Perturbation Method

The time evolution of any function f(X,t) from ¢, — ¢ is given by
f(X,t) = Pu(ty — 1) o f(Xo,t0)

where X, = X(¢;) are the initial conditions and Py (t, — t) is the time evolu-
tion operator. The evaluation of Py(ty — t), which is equivalent to solving the
equations of motion, may not be possible for the original choice of variables. The
Lie transforms theory is used to map the phase space in X onto the phase space
spanned by the new set of variables Y. The canonical transformation 7'( X, t) for
this mapping is such that Y = T(X,T).X, where T'(X,t) = exp[—L(X,t)] with
L(X,t) being the lie operator. L(X,t) is obtained from the generating rating func-
tion w(X,t) such that L.f = [w, f]pp where [,] denotes the Poisson brackets in X
phase space. The transformation is chosen in such a way that the new Hamilto-
nian H(Y,t) with the corresponding time evolution operator Py (t, — t)is easier
to evaluate. An important and basic property of Lie transform operator is that it
generates canonical transformations and that it commutes with any function of
the space variables. The latter property implies that the evolution of f(Xj, ¢y) can
be obtained by transforming to new variables set Y|, applying the time evolution
operator Py (to — t) to the transformed function back to the original variables X,

f(X, t) = T(Xo,to) (@] Pg(to — t) (@] T_l(Xo, to) o f(Xo,to)
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The above described procedure apart from being applicable to integrable sys-
tems, also serves as perturbation method for solving approximately near inte-
grable systems in which the Hamiltonian has a small non-integrable part of the or-
der of e. In such cases the canonical transformation can be constructed as a power
series of ¢ by utilizing the method of the Deprit [99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104].
According to this method , the old Hamiltonian H, the new Hamiltonian A and
the transformation generator T along with the Lie generator expanded in power
series of ¢ and may be presented by

NE

H €"H, (A.1)
n=>0

H=Y ¢, (A.2)
n=0

T=Y €T, (A.3)
n=0

w = Z €" Wy 41 (A.4)
n=>0

Where the expansion of w has been appropriately chosen in orders to generate
the identity transformation 7, = I to the lowest order.The n'* order forward and
backward transformation generators are given by

1 o0

T,=—— Twln_m A.5
nz@ (A.5)
1n—1

T'==N L, T A.6

138



Appendix A. Lie transform Perturbation Method

up to fourth order are given below

T, =1 (A.7)
T1 - —L1 (A.8)
Ty= L+ i1 (A.9)
2 = 9 2 9 1 :
1 1 1 1
Ty = ——Lo+ —Loly + —LLy — =L> A.10
3 3 b3 + ! + glibe = ¢l ( )

The inverse operator is given by

T =1 (A.11)
=1, (A.12)
1 1
T, = 5Lle + §L§ (A.13)
= i o, o 4 i (A.14)
3 = 3 3 6 142 3 241 6 1 .

The equations providing the Lie generator w and the new Hamiltonian H, to
third order can derived from the general perturbation equation

0 _

% VLo H, = (H, — H,) (A.15)
3w2 — _

S+ LaHy = 2(Hy — Hy) = Ly[Hy + Hi] (A.16)
3w3

) . _ 1
o Loty = 3(Hy — Hy) = Ly[Hy + 2] — Lyl Hy + SHy| — S LiHie  (A17)

the general n'* order perturbation equation can be written as

—

+ LyHy=n(H, — H,) =Y [Lp_mH, +mT, " H,] (A.18)
1

3

owy,

ot

3
I

By selecting the arbitrary function H,, so that the angle independent part of the
r.h.s is eliminated. Further for the case of adiabatic perturbation the Lie operator
is separated in the form of fast and slow component. That is expressed in the
following manner
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ow,, 0 ow,, 0
f—(aga—A—aAa—g) (A.20)
ow, 0 ow, 0
L=+ - ] (A.21)

d(eq;) O(ep;)  O(ep;) O(eq;)

7

here w = w(&, A, ep, eq, €t). As can be seen from the above expressions 7, ! is given

in terms of the coefficients of power series expansion of L; and L as an n'" order

polynomial in e. The term Bgt" in the nth-order perturbation equation is itself of

the order ¢ : ‘98% — eg(“’”. One of the procedures for solving this equation is to
et)

expand w, and H,, as power series in e.

o0

w =3 (A.22)

k=0
and equate the like powers of e. This gives a chain of equations which can

be solved successively for w,o w,;..... At each step in the chain, a corresponding

H, is chosen to eliminate the secular term in the fast variable £. The method is
equivalent to other methods of carrying out the averaging. It is systematic in that
it automatically separates the fast and slow variables by order ¢, thus allowing an

average over the fast variable in any order to eliminate the secular terms.
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